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EU Statement on WHA70 Agenda Item 3 – DG address
"Advancing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Building Better Systems for Health”.

Madam President,

Madame Director General,

Excellencies 

I speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States
[Aligning paragraph]
There is no doubt that strong and sustainable health systems are at the core of all the work in achieving the health and health related sustainable development goals. They not only form the basis for the achievement of universal health coverage and a critical part of the fulfilment of the Agenda 2030 goals and targets but also ensure that we are well equipped to prevent, detect and immediately address health-related emergencies. 
WHO needs to be equipped to support member states in developing and sustaining resilient health systems capable of providing quality health services,   essential public health functions and addressing health determinants. It is with this in mind that the EU and its member states have always supported the WHO reform and we welcome the final report of the third stage evaluation of the WHO reform. While the report acknowledges the achievements made to date, it highlights a number of areas where progress has been slow and not yet achieved the desired outcomes. The EU and its member states remain committed to the reform of WHO and wish to see more decisive action and more willingness and less complacency by member states in addressing the pending issues, in particular in relation to Governance reform. 
We would like to thank the Secretariat for the improvements in the presentation of the programme budget for 2018-2019 as well as the updated web portal. The difficulties to have an SDG-oriented budget within the current General Programme of Work is noted and we look forward to working with the new Director General to develop the Thirteenth General Programme of Work  and the next Programme Budget fully aligned  with  the 2030 Agenda.

Building strong and people-centred, integrated and resilient Health Systems takes time and investments, and great care is needed to ensure that they are able to meet public health emergencies.  We therefore strongly commend the DG for her ambition in implementing the Health Emergency Programme and for putting the IHR at the heart of Emergency Reform. We urge Member States to use the tools provided by WHO to assess their levels of preparedness, including the voluntary Joint External Evaluation. We also urge the new DG to continue and accelerate implementation of the emergency reform, while strengthening linkages with health systems development. We have expressed concern over the capability of health systems in several member states to face the challenges of the termination of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. We would like to thank and congratulate the Secretariat for a practical and clear report on the Polio Transition Planning which provides some reassurance that impacts on health systems and public health are being holistically addressed. At the same time it shows the urgent need that polio transition has to be a top priority for the next DG. 
The evidence on the importance of good health for economic growth, equity, poverty eradication and employment is convincing, While recognizing the integrality of the SDGs, we must also in our own field act sustainably across sectors to protect and promote population health. WHO should support Member States in developing the capacity of the health sector to sensitise other sectors about the need to address economic, social and environmental determinants of health.Madam Director General,

This is your last Assembly as our Director General and we would like on this occasion thank you for the vigour, commitment and dedication with which you have led the Organisation for the past 10 years. They were not all easy years. WHO has faced a number of serious public health emergencies and a world going through a global economic crisis. These might have threatened the Organisation, but with your leadership, together we have met these challenges and initiated a reform process that will continue to strengthen the Organisation and ensure that it is ready to face future challenges. 

The world needs a strong, transparent, credible and independent WHO, both in good and in challenging times. The EU and its Member States remain committed to continue supporting and participating constructively in the reform of the organization and we pledge our support to the new Director General in continuing to strengthen WHO’s leadership in global health.

