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US Media on Georgia
(Aug 2016)

Major themes:
Content - mostly Neutral or Positive
· Travel/Wine/Culture
· Georgian & NATO vs Ru
· 2008 Ru-Geo War


New Book has been published – “Uncorking the Caucasus: Wines from Turkey, Armenia, and Georgia” published 
https://www.amazon.com/Uncorking-Caucasus-Turkey-Armenia-Georgia/dp/9811107114
http://www.exoticwinetravel.com/uncorkingthecaucasus


US Media/Analytics on Georgia:

· Travel/Wine/Culture

Are You Going to the UNWTO Global Wine Tourism Conference in Georgia?
The Wine Economist

(Republic of) Georgia on my mind: Wine tourism’s future in the “Cradle of Wine”
The Wine Economist

Growers Hope To Revive Georgian Tea 
Tea Journey Magazine / Sept.1 / by Larry Luxner (Media Tour participant)

The California of the Caucasus
New York Times / AUG. 18, 2016 / By GISELA WILLIAMS  


· Georgian & NATO vs Ru

U.S. Marines are training with Eastern European allies to stop a ground invasion
MarineCorpsTime / Aug. 29

US must help keep Georgia on 'our' side
The Hill / Aug. 30 / By Theodore Karasik, contributor

As Russia and Iran Strengthen Ties, U.S. Should Support Key Ally Georgia
 Huffington post / Aug. 18 / by Ariel Cohen  

Georgia's Long Road to Europe 
How the West Forgot About Tbilisi
Foreign Affairs / Aug. 11 / by Andrew North

Watch Out, NATO: Turkey and Russia Might Team Up
National Interest / Aug. 9 / by Grigol Mgaloblishvili and Andrew R. Novo


· 2008 Ru-Geo War

The Daily Vertical: An Anniversary Of A Warning
RFE/RL Radio Liberty / Aug. 8 / Brian Whitmore
Transcript

Georgia: frontline specters revisited
CEPA Center for European Policy Analysis /Aug 7 / By Larry Luxner (Media Tour participant)

ამერიკის ხმა / აგვ. 2008: 
ლინდერმანი: რუსეთმა ომი დასავლეთთან საქართველოს კავშირების დასაბლოკად გამოიყენა
მაიკლ კარპენტერი და მეთიუ ბრაიზა აგვისტოს ომზე
ჯენსენი: 2008 წელმა აშშ-საქართველოს ურთიერთობები შეცვალა
ბრაიზა: საქართველოს დასავლეთისკენ სწრაფვის ინტენსიურობა შემცრიდა
კინზინგერი: 2008 წელს რუსეთმა ჩვენი უმნიშვნელოვანესი მოკავშირის სუვერენიტეტი დაარღვია
2008 წლის აგვისტოში, საქართველოში რუსეთის ქმედებების დაგმობა არ ყოფილა რთული ზალმაი ხალილზადისთვის. 
რუსეთ საქართველოს აგვისტოს ომიდან 8 წელი გავიდა. ვაშინგტონში, საქართველოს საელჩოში, ამერიკაში მცხოვრები და საქართველოდან სტუმრად მყოფი ქართველები შეიკრიბნენ და კიდევ ერთხელ გაიხსენეს ომით მიყენებული ტკივილი. https://www.facebook.com/amerikiskhma/videos/1240692499298085/
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· Other

Why Is China Building A New City In Georgia?
Forbes / Aug.21 / by Wade Shepard , Contributor

Talakhadze takes Olympic gold after Iranian Hercules falters
Washington Post / Aug.16 / By Associated Press 



Mentioning Georgia:
In a Dangerous World, the Administration Must Fund Proven Missile Defense Systems Now
Real Clear Defense / Aug. 30 / By Robert C. O'Brien
The world is in crisis.  Russia’s invasion and occupation of Crimea and grand pronouncements about its right to intervene militarily in any nation where there are Russian speakers reminds us of the dark days of the late-1930s.  China has declared vast swathes of the Pacific Ocean in the South China Sea and the East China Sea to be its sovereign territory in disregard for international maritime law. 
Beijing ignores the recent ruling of the UNCLOS Tribunal and continues to build a “great wall of sand” in the South China Sea and surrounds the Japanese-Administered Senkaku Islands with a fishing fleet of “little blue men”, the counterpart to Russia’s “little green men” who roam Ukraine, Georgia, and Moldova.   North Korea continues to be, well, North Korea.

Biden's Baltic Bombast
The National Interest / Aug 26 / Ted Galen Carpenter
In his just-completed trip to the Baltic republics, Vice President Joe Biden reassured his hosts that the U.S. commitment to their security through NATO was rock solid. And any worries they might have because of comments that Donald Trump had made during the ongoing presidential campaign Biden dismissed as completely unwarranted. “I want to make it absolutely clear to all the people in Baltic states, we have pledged our sacred honor, the United States of America . . . to the NATO treaty and Article Five.”

Where does the key to political change lie in the post-Soviet space?
Open Democracy Net / Aug. 23 / By Tom Junes 

How Bill Clinton Made America More Ambitious—and Dangerous
National Interest / Aug. 17 / by Robert Merry 
But Russia under Yeltsin was too enervated to do anything about it, and so the Russian people seethed in silence until Vladimir Putin became president—and the West proposed to move NATO right up to wide expanses of the Russian border by pulling into NATO both Georgia and Ukraine.
That’s when Putin decided to act—on the basis that no nation can allow other powers to dominate territory right next door. The potential vulnerability to security is just too great. Thus, when Georgian leader Mikheil Saakashvili sought to reincorporate two separatist regions, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, Moscow invaded Georgia and brought the two regions under its protection. Years later, when the United States under Barack Obama and the West fostered a street revolution against an elected Ukrainian government that favored Russian interests over the West’s, Putin moved once again to protect what he viewed as Russian security. He invaded Crimea, with its key Russian naval base at Sevastopol and a population that was 60 percent ethnic Russian. He also supported ethnic Russians in eastern Ukraine who resisted being pulled into a Ukrainian plunge to the West.

The Atlantic Pivot
National Interest / Aug. 14 / by  Simon Serfaty
FIRST, A traditional postwars agenda born out of unfinished territorial and ideological business and clashing national interests and ambitions begins with a restive Russia. In August 2008, the short war in Georgia reignited Russian expansionism. The annexation of Crimea and the dismemberment of Ukraine, followed by an increasingly assertive posture in Syria, have made an unmistakable point. Russia is back—from its humiliating Cold War surrender in 1989 and from the wartime revolution that hijacked its name in 1917. America and Europe have a shared interest in a stable and united Russia. Russia is not a European power, but it is a very significant power in Europe—too big, too near, too nuclear, too resourceful and too resentful to be either ignored or provoked. Russia’s military spending is an important, but inconclusive, indicator of its challenge to Europe. Moscow’s defense budget more than doubled between 2005 and 2013, improving its efficacy first in Georgia (2008), next in Crimea and Ukraine (2014), and most recently in Syria (2015). Yet, the test administered by Vladimir Putin is not primarily military but political: Russia’s influence in Europe and around the world has grown by default and improvisation no less than by design and vocation.

Russia's Big Gamble for the Black Sea
National Interest / Aug. 11 / by Nikolas Gvosdev  

The Olympics Are Back and Tensions Between Russia and Ukraine Are Heating Up
Foreign Policy / Aug. 10 / BY REID STANDISH
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