
[bookmark: _GoBack]66th Session of WHO Regional Committe on Sexual and Reproductive Health  -                       “ Reproductive health, including maternal health, is a key priority for Government of Georgia, as we see it as a matter of a national safety and security. Substantial progress has been made by Georgia, to improve key reproductive health indicators during the last several years. Georgia achieved Millennium Development Goal 4; decreased maternal and perinatal mortality rates, the abortion ratio has nearly halved in this time frame; and the prevalence of modern contraceptive methods has increased. Several important policy and program initiatives in maternal and child health and universal health coverage program introduced by the Government in 2013 contributed to this progress. However, despite of this progress there are still challenges. There is further need to strengthen health services for effective delivery of high-impact, evidence-based interventions.  There are also important challenges and new realities with regard to adolescent health and their needs for education on reproductive health and rights and access to reproductive health services that have not been sufficiently addressed until now.

Continued improvement in reproductive health will remain priority and we must ensure that no woman and child is left behind. The Government of Georgia is committed to this goal and has intention to substantially improve reproductive health through evaluation, revision and improvement of current policies.  

Georgia is in the process of finalizing a new forward looking National Strategic Document (2017-2030) and costed action plan which is aligned with Who European Action Plan for Reproductive Health – Leaving No One Behind. The new Strategic Document covers maternal and newborn health, family planning and sexual and reproductive health of young people and is based on principles of universal human right, people-centered care, consistency of the vision and policies, continuum of care and life-course approach, action based on the best available evidence, strengthening accountability and building governance and capacity of intersectoral action, particularly between health, education and social sectors.” 

66 Session of WHO Regional Committee on women’s health and well-being - In her speech at the session devoted to women health and well-being, Deputy Minister said that “achieving Sustainable Development Goals 2030 will not be possible without addressing gender equality and approaching it comprehensively and politically, as well. Georgia made important progress in establishing enabling environment for the protection of women’s rights and will further strengthen actions towards elimination of early marriage and domestic violence and mainstreaming gender-responsive actions”.  


