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DRAFT AGENDA


Joint MOLHSA-WHO-World Bank event

Tbilisi, 22 July 2016



Sustaining progress towards universal health coverage:
Georgia in international perspective



Scope and purpose of event


Aims: Take stock of reforms to move towards universal health coverage (UHC) drawing on the available evidence; place Georgia in international context; acknowledge the challenges ahead; identify the broad direction of travel needed to sustain progress and build on achievements; and focus on improving access and financial protection for medicines.


Structure: High-level first session with government ministers participating followed by a more technical second session focusing on medicines.


Audience: Invited participants from a broad range of stakeholders including academics, NGOs and politicians


Media: Invited. Formal press conference can be arranged after the first session.




Annotated preliminary programme for Session 1

Making progress towards universal health coverage: Georgia in international perspective

	10:00
	Registration

	
	

	10:30
	Introduction and opening remarks

David Sergeenko, Minister

George Kvirikashvili, Prime Minister of Georgia (to be confirmed)

Sarah Thomson, on behalf of the Director of the Division of Health Systems and Public Health, WHO Regional Office for Europe

Mercy Tembon, Regional Director, South Caucasus, the World Bank

	
	

	11:00
	Access to health care: a review of the evidence (20 minutes)

Aparnaa Somanathan, Senior Economist, the World Bank

This presentation will:
· review evidence on changes in health service use and outcomes drawing on the findings of the Health, Use and Expenditure Survey carried out in 2014
· discuss implications for policy drawing on international experience where possible

	
	

	
	Improving access and financial protection: building on achievements (25 minutes)

Sarah Thomson, Senior Health Financing Specialist, WHO Barcelona Office for Health Systems Strengthening

This presentation will:
· review evidence on changes in financial protection drawing on the findings of a new WHO assessment
· put the main health financing reforms introduced since 2013 and health spending patterns in international perspective, arguing that the reforms have moved Georgia closer to European norms and best practice and provide the health system with a solid foundation on which to address the challenges it faces
· highlight the importance of focusing on active purchasing to get more out of available resources, noting that to improve efficiency and other aspects of health system performance requires capacity (information and analysis), time and additional public investment
· highlight options for additional public investment in the health system

	
	

	11:45
	Remarks by the Minister

	12:00
	Coffee break and press conference

	
	




Preliminary programme for Session 2 (annotated version to follow)

Improving access and financial protection: spotlight on medicines

	12:45
	Evidence from Georgia: medicine prices survey results (20 minutes)
Aparnaa Somanathan

Lessons from international experience: Croatia (20 minutes)
Luka Voncina, Consultant

Lessons from international experience: Estonia (20 minutes)
Triin Habicht, Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia

	
	

	13:45
	Q&A to the panel: the Minister, WHO, WB and international speakers

	
	

	14:15
	Closing remarks by the Minister
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