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Dr Jan Drobeniuc is a microbiologist at the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). He received his MD from the State University of Medicine in his home country – Moldova, and defended PhD thesis at the Academy of Medical Sciences in Moscow. In 1989, Dr Drobeniuc built HBsAg-screening capacity and implemented one of the first hepatitis B vaccination program in Eastern Europe. However, in mid-ninety the burden from chronic hepatitis B remained high, and hospitals were plagued by hepatitis C outbreaks. In collaboration with CDC colleagues, Dr. Drobeniuc demonstrated that 65% of HBV infections were attributed to unsafe injections; introduction of infection control regulations curbed the transmission of both hepatitis B and C in health care settings. 
After a 13-year public health carrier in his home country, Dr Drobeniuc joined CDC, expanding the horizon of his work. He participated in the development of the US HHS Action Plan for the Prevention, Care and Treatment of Viral Hepatitis; validated anti-HCV rapid tests; assessed HCV testing in Dry Blood Spots, evaluated HCV core Antigen as a screening test for active infection. As a technical supervisor of the DVH Reference Laboratory Dr Drobeniuc ensures quality of laboratory research to support public health in the US and abroad. 
Dr Drobeniuc assessed capacity and proposed interventions to implement hepatitis diagnostic standards in Eastern Europe, Central and South Asia, China, Africa. He provides technical assistance for the Hepatitis C elimination effort in Georgia.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr Drobeniuc’s work was recognized by 2013 Director’s Recognition Award for Dedicated Service and Outstanding Contributions to the Mission and Goals of NCHHSTP; 2011 HHS/CDC/ATSDR Charles C. Shepard Science Award in Assessment and Epidemiology; 2009 CDC/NCHHSTP Honor Award for excellence in laboratory research and support of public health epidemiology. 
Dr Drobeniuc is married, has a daughter in college; he cherishes his Romanian heritage, and served as vice-president of the council at the Saints Constantine and Helen Orthodox Church, founded by his ethnic community. [image: \\cdc.gov\private\L156\jqd6\Forms\Travel_2014\Jan_Drobenicc_Photo_2013.bmp]
Jan Drobeniuc is a survivor of hepatitis C, and now proudly part of DAA success story.
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