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Dr. John Ward is Director of the Division of Viral Hepatitis at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Dr. Ward is responsible for planning and directing national and international research, surveillance, and public health programs related to viral hepatitis prevention and control.  
During his tenure, Dr. Ward has guided the revision of CDC’s viral hepatitis policies, including those to promote education, vaccination, and testing. At the national level, Dr. Ward conceived of and sponsored an Institute of Medicine (IOM) review of viral hepatitis prevention in the United States, and led development of the first HHS Action Plan for Viral Hepatitis Prevention, Care, and Treatment for the U.S.. Globally, Dr. Ward has served as an expert consultant to the World Health Organization (WHO) and other international organizations. Dr. Ward’s experience includes 14 years in the field of HIV/AIDS conducting early studies of HIV transmission and directing national HIV/AIDS surveillance. Dr. Ward has authored over 150 scientific publications, served as Editor of CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) and also served as Editor for Silent Victories, a history of public health in the 20th century published in 2007 by Oxford University Press.  
Dr. Ward received his MD from the University of Alabama School of Medicine in Birmingham and completed an internship and residency in internal medicine at the University of Alabama Hospitals. He obtained additional postgraduate training with the London School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service and the infectious diseases fellowship program at the University of Washington Medical Center in Seattle. He holds a clinical faculty appointment with the Department of Medicine, Emory University, Atlanta, GA.
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