As we all know, Global health Security now is the international health priority to accelerate progress toward a world safe and secure from infectious disease threats; the GHS Agenda as well as International Health Regulations (IHR) are the major tools to address public health threats that have the potential to spread internationally. 
On behalf of Georgian government, I am ready to follow up and to give my country’s specific commitments towards the progress of the Global Health Security Agenda. Georgia had the honor of taking part of the Global Health Security Launch in Washington DC, Helsinki and Jakarta. Our participation in these events gave us the opportunity to learn about and understand the GHS Agenda. Georgia, together with other countries is actively involved in support of the Action Package objectives of Global Health Security agenda. Coordinated actions and specific, measurable steps focused on prevention, detection and response are prioritized. We are committing Georgia to three objectives that fall under the “Detect” and “Prevent” area of the GHS Agenda: “Real-Time Surveillance”, - as a Leading country together with Norway, “National Laboratory System” and “Zoonotic Diseases” – as a contributing country. Georgia has demonstrated strong multi-sectoral coordination with well-defined roles of each governmental institution based on One Health approach. 
Georgia is already moving forward on the target of developing the national and regional capacity to interconnect, analyze and link data through an existing surveillance system. Through Georgia’s long-standing and strong collaboration with US government, particularly with DTRA, CDC, and NIH we already have a fully functional Electronic Integrated Disease Surveillance System (EIDSS) based on One Health approach since 2006. EIDSS allows real-time link between reports of human and animal cases. In addition, Georgia is on the way to establish a unified electronic health system that interconnects the existing EIDSS with a laboratory information management system (LIMS) which in turn will interconnect with a nation-wide, Health Management Information System (HMIS), built with support from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID),. We recognize the value of real-time surveillance systems to decrease response time by delivering data from both the human and animal side to decision makers thus allowing a quick response. These inter-connected systems are the foundation upon which Georgia will develop a robust bio-surveillance system. Strengthening the surveillance capacity for infectious diseases of global concern is a key element actively being developed in collaboration with our DTRA and CDC partners for both human and animal diseases. The existing foundation of reporting tools I mentioned already will enable us to lead the GHS agenda in this area.  

The most significant contribution from US Government is our modern countrywide laboratory network, including Lugar Center of Public Health Research (CPHR) as a reference laboratory. Currently Lugar Center’s BSL-3 laboratory is a center of Especially Dangerous Pathogen (EDP) related research in Georgia supporting scientists from not only from NCDC but from Ministry of Agriculture, other institutions and from neighboring countries as well. 
Finally I would like to thank all our partners and collaborators for their successful contributions made toward our country’s public health system which enhances the health of Georgians and brings us all close to a safer, and more secure world.  I am sure that common efforts will give us better opportunity to strengthen our capacities to detects, respond and prevent new global health challenges. 
