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The Walter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR) is the largest biomedical research facility administered by the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD). The institute is a subordinate unit of the U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC – Commanding General – Major General Barbara R. Holcomb). 
The Institute takes its name from Major Walter Reed, MD (1851–1902), the Army physician who, in 1901, led the team that postulated and confirmed the theory that yellow fever is transmitted by a particular mosquito species, rather than by direct contact. Today, the WRAIR fosters and performs biomedical research for the DoD and the US Army. 
It has recently developed two modern "Centers of Excellence" in the fields of military psychiatry/neuroscience and infectious disease research. The Centers focus, respectively, on soldier fitness, brain injury, and sleep management and in the development of vaccines and drugs for prevention and treatment of such diseases as malaria, HIV/AIDS, dengue fever, wound infections, leishmaniasis, enteric diseases and others.
The WRAIR aims to conduct biomedical research that is responsive to Department of Defense and US Army requirements and delivers lifesaving products including knowledge, technology and medical material. 
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research (WRAIR) through the US Army Medical Research Unit-Georgia (USAMRU-G) is operating at the Lugar Center. Since its establishment in 2011, USAMRD-G has been working closely with NCDC and other Georgian partner organizations. USAMRD – G has a research portfolio aimed at promoting global security, identifying infectious diseases threats to global health security, and developing interventions to mitigate these threats.
WRAIR / USAMRU-G mandate in Georgia
· WRAIR is committed to a long-term presence in Georgia;
· Its goal is to advance research and improve the lab capacity and medical capabilities in the country;
· It will comply with Lugar Center safety, security, biosecurity and other policies procedures and regulations;
· WRAIR will collaborate with NCDC on science projects which are of mutual interest and benefit, and will assist Georgian scientists to increase the Lugar Center’s scientific capacity through cooperative projects;
· After the expiration of the Joint Transition Agreement between the US and Georgian Governments on transitioning the responsibilities over the maintenance of the Unified Laboratory System and the R. Lugar Center, WRAIR to support the NCDC with covering the maintenance costs.

Joint Research Projects (current) with NCDC:
1. Acute Febrile Illness and vector-borne disease which has a Criminean-Congo Hemorrhagic Fever component involving NCDC.

2. Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) which involves collaborative training and sample collection from NCDC Zonal diagnostic laboratories.

Planned Research Projects with NCDC:

1. Next generation sequencing: this project will involve collaboration with NCDC scientists to stand-up the USAMRD-G sequencing capacity.

2. Molecular enterics-which will involve the analysis of culture negative stool samples.


Future Plans:

1. Vivarium capacity strengthening including facilitation of trainings 
2. Develop regulations and policies in the fields of biosafety and biosecurity, good laboratory practice, facilitate trainings for Vivarium development
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