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The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Senegalese Abroad presents its compliments to the 

Embassy of the United States of America in Dakar and, in reference to its verbal note no. 383 of 
September 23, 2015, consecutive to that of no. 125 of April 21, 2015, on the exchanges between 
representatives of the Cooperative Threat Reduction program (CTR) and the Cooperative Biological 
Engagement Program (CBEP) of the United States Department of Defense (DoD) and the Ministry of 
Health and Social Action (MSAS) for the supply by CTR/CBEP, of components that are essential for the 
biosecurity and material structure of the MSAS Health Emergency Operations Center (HEOC), has the 
honor of addressing  the following elements: 
 

In the context of the development and reinforcement of national biosurveillance capacities, 
the Government of Senegal commits to the viability steps planned in the diplomatic notes referenced 
above, under the conditions for optional management that could lead, as needed, to the use of 
bilateral and multilateral cooperation in order to reinforce the capacity of the HEOC, to detect and 
confront emerging biological threats, including by means of continuing education of the personnel of 
that center. 

 
The Center’s activities will be in compliance with World Health Organization directives, 

international and regional provisions to which Senegal has committed, and with national legislation in 
health matters. 

 
In order to facilitate the supply of infrastructure, equipment, and to ensure training, all of 

which are necessary for the implementation of a biosurveillance unit in the HEOC, the Government of 
Senegal: 

 
- officially requests that the Cooperative Biological Engagement Program (CBEP) for Africa and 

the Middle East provide the agreed-upon support for the biosurveillance unit of the MSAS 
HEOC and for other activities agreed upon between the parties; 

- acknowledges that CBEP is a cooperative program that serves to reinforce capacities, with the 
goal of reinforcing biosurveillance and related capacities in the fields of biosafety and 
biosecurity in Senegal; 

- acknowledges that the Agreement on the status of United States military personnel and 
United States Department of Defense civilian personnel temporarily present in Senegal in the 
context of training, humanitarian aid operations, exercises, or other agreed-upon activities, 
effected by an exchange of diplomatic notes in Dakar, on December 21, 2000, and January 11, 
2001, as well as any subsequent agreement, applies to CBEP personnel and the activities it 
conducts. 



 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Senegalese Abroad would like to make use of this occasion to 
renew its assurances of highest consideration of the United States Embassy in Dakar. 
 
 
 
UNITED STATES EMBASSY 
 
DAKAR 
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