On June 20th, 2017 26th Meeting of the International Task Force for Disease Eradication was held at The Carter Center. Minister of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia Dr. David Sergeenko presented “Progress toward Hepatitis C Elimination in the Country of Georgia”.

He discussed achievements and challenges from the launch of the project, made a historical overview of Hepatitis C elimination project and highlighted future goals within the project.
Dr. Sergeenko started with the first steps towards HCV elimination, which were made in early 2011 with Global Fund project for HIV co-infected patients, than HCV treatment in prisons and discount for medicines (Peg/Riba) for civil sector. And the initial negotiations with US Center for Disease Control and Public Health, Gilead Sciences, Inc and other partners, which were followed by establishment of state committee, revision of National protocols and guidelines for treatment and Infection control and prevention policy. Very important step was development of Short/urgent measures of Hepatitis C elimination action plan, which was compromised by main directions (screening, prevention, treatment, raising awareness and etc.) for implementing first phase of the Elimination program. Large scale PR campaigns accompanied above mentioned.
Dr. Sergeenko talked about very important events Memorandum of Understanding which was signed in 2015 and long term agreement between Company Gilead Sciences, Inc and Georgia Government in 2016 which means provision of drugs by Gilead Sciences Inc for all Georgians who have HCV. Also the details of Initial phase of elimination program were mentioned, Program included the prioritizing of patients. Initially Gilead Sciences, Inc provided “Sovaldi” for most severe patients. Next Step Company provided us with “Harvoni” and criteria for inclusion were removed subsequently.
In these period two articles were published in US CDC Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR), long term action plan strategy was approved, 4 national workshops on HCV were held as well as 2 External Hepatitis Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meetings were held TAG supports project in many terms especially in intellectual terms. Project „ECHO” (Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes) in the framework of L.I.F.E.R. (Liver institute and foundation for education and research) was implemented. Scientific and clinic committee were established.
Georgia had very successful presentations On American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases AASLD and European Association for the Study of the Live EASL Meetings.

Two management and screening centers were opened one in Tbilisi and one in the west of Georgia Zugdidi. Also there are 30 provider clinics currently, which means that services are available throughout the country (we were starting from 4 providers).
Care cascade was presented from the launch of the project 650 000 screened, 40 000 started treatment and almost 30 000 completed treatment and the results of already cured patients (who achieved sustained virologic response) are unbelievable -98% for all genotypes. 

Also we’ve donated stock of “Sovaldi” to Belarus and Armenia.
As for future goals raising awareness of population and New PR Campaign as well as successful implementation of screening activities within the country was narrated.

It was once again highlighted that HCV elimination program is Priority activity for government of Georgia in nearest 5 years
