Progress towards End TB goals in the country of Georgia

Today, I have the honour to be present at this historic opportunity in the global battle to overcome tuberculosis. It is indeed appropriate and timely that we begin to address collectively and multi-sectorally this dreadful disease in the Sustainable Development Goals era.
Tuberculosis re-emerged in Georgia since 1990-ies as a grave threat to population health and well-being. After a decade of concerted action the country managed to revert the epidemic. During the last several years TB case notification has been decreasing on average by 9% annually and treatment success rate reached 84% indicating that the country is on right track. Since 2016 Georgia is not listed among high MDR-TB burden countries, however, it still belongs to priority countries in the European region. 
As a response to these challenges, the country elaborated and has started implementation a national strategy to stop the spread of TB in Georgia and reduce the burden of MDR and especially extensively drug resistant (XDR) TB. The strategy covers a comprehensive spectrum of interventions corresponding international best practices. It also defines a gradual takeover of donor funded activities and from 2015 the government has fully realized its commitments. 
Through Universal Health Coverage the country ensured full access to quality diagnosis and treatment for patients with any form of TB. Georgia was one of first countries to initiate programmatic use of new and repurposed drugs, and modern diagnostic technologies. 
National TB program in Georgia is a model for public-private collaboration engaging all relevant health care providers. Special focus is made on strengthening primary healthcare providers involvement, decentralization and integration of TB services into wider health system.  The country is piloting integrated TB-HCV-HIV screening approach to enable comprehensive care delivery at primary care level, detect missing cases among hard-to-reach groups and promote health outcomes. The pilot inspired local government engagement, introduction of provider incentives and establishment of a collaboration with public health services and private care providers promoting efficiency and sustainability. 
Zero TB project has been launched with the aim to create ‘island of elimination’ that will contribute to lowering rates of TB in one region initially and in Georgia overall eventually. The initiative captures two directions: improved case detection and treatment outcomes through comprehensive TB case management. Active case finding is primarily focused on vulnerable groups of population, such as internally displaced people and migrants. The function of case managers was introduced in the country building on the understanding that easily accessible public health and social services have vital importance for TB. 
Every effort is made to ensure provision of rights-based, patient-centered care, international experience is adjusted to the country realities and novel approaches are explored. The patients receive financial incentives and enablers, adherence consultancy, peer support, social assistance, psychological counselling and may choose treatment administration mode from a variety of options, such as directly observed therapy, video observed treatment, mobile outpatient unit service, facility based or home care.
Fight with TB requires joint efforts and coherent actions across sectors and across borders. Georgia is engaged in several regional and global initiatives directed towards creation of sustainable political support, strengthening health systems, empowering patients and civil society, and conducting scientific research.   
All these achievements wouldn’t be possible without the funding support from the Global Fund and the WHO technical assistance. Continuation of their support will be critical for sustaining and the scaling up the interventions presented today and realization of commitment to End TB epidemic by 2030. 
