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Member State co-chair, H. E. Mr. David Sergeenko, Minister of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia (4 minutes) - statement on the panels’ themes

Today, I have the honour to be present at this historic opportunity in the global battle to overcome tuberculosis. It is indeed appropriate and timely that we begin to address collectively and multi-sectorally this dreadful disease in the Sustainable Development Goals era.
Although it can be prevented and successfully treated, tuberculosis is the world’s deadliest infectious disease. It is also the main cause of death related to antimicrobial resistance and the major killer of people with HIV. 
TB has devastating impact on health and well-being of affected populations. Patients in low- and middle-income countries, on average, lose three to four months of work, and up to 30 percent of their annual income, as they try to cope with the disease. Health systems and economies also suffer, because of the very high cost of treatment, as well as the burden TB places on providers, institutions and health systems.
MDR TB represents a growing threat to global health and national security. The situation is especially alarming in Eastern European Central Asian region, which despite the declining trend is home to the highest levels of multidrug-resistant TB and the fastest growing HIV epidemic in the world.  
While there have been substantial and important innovations in the fight against TB, including faster, more accurate diagnostic tests and the first new medicines in nearly 40 years, deadly gaps remain in implementing and providing access to these advances, especially for vulnerable and underserved populations. Therefore, the recent Ministerial Conference Declaration to End TB set out commitments to urgently accelerate action at the global and country level, and develop accountability framework.
The Agenda for Sustainable Development and the ongoing health system reforms for universal health coverage offer ample opportunity for achieving the milestones and targets of the End TB strategy. Within the Universal Health Coverage framework, dedicated efforts are required to widen access to prevention and care for all forms of TB. These include addressing known risk factors such as HIV, nutrition, smoking, and non-communicable diseases. Closer engagement of civil society, and collaboration within and across public and private sectors alike, should be increased.
Georgian experience could serve as a model for public-private collaboration engaging all relevant health care providers in TB service delivery. Special focus is made on strengthening primary healthcare providers involvement, decentralization and integration of TB services into wider health system.  The country is piloting integrated TB-HCV-HIV screening approach to enable comprehensive care delivery at primary care level, detect missing cases among hard-to-reach groups and promote health outcomes. The pilot inspired local government engagement, introduction of provider incentives and establishment of a collaboration with public health services and private care providers promoting efficiency and sustainability. 
Fight with TB requires joint efforts and coherent actions across sectors and across borders. To date, global support for national and regional initiatives has been strong. These initiatives are directed towards creation of sustainable political support, strengthening health systems, empowering patients and civil society, and conducting scientific research. Now, it is crucial for governments and their representatives throughout the world to get on board and match national, regional, and global momentum with accelerated actionable assistance. None of this will be easy, but we cannot afford the alternative, commitments need to translate into measurable and rapid progress to END TB.
  
