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                                                      Key points of presentation (7-8 slides)

· Universal Health Care program was launched in 2013, which is a year earlier than WHO has published its “THE GLOBAL PUSH FOR UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE” policy document and two years before the SDGs (2015) were published with a goal N3 – Good health and wellbeing for people; 
· Although, the universal access to HIV and TB diagnostic and treatment services is guaranteed for all people living with the diseases since 2004 and 2005 with support of the Global Fund. Georgia was the first country in EECA region that started pegilated interferon HCV treatment among HIV/HCV co-infected patients with support of the Global Fund in 2011. 
· Hepatitis C Elimination Program – Why Georgia: The Global Fund’s HIV program was instrumental for building effective virology diagnostic and service delivery systems in Georgia that later helped the country to succeed in negotiations with the Gilead in support of Hepatitis C Elimination Program and get free access to direct antiviral medicines. 
· As of today, 1/3 of the country population is screened on HCV and 48,000 HCV positive patients are enrolled in the treatment Program with 98% of cure rate among those who completed the treatment; 
· Although hepatitis C elimination program was belt on the health systems developed for HIV, later it became a flagship from for all three diseases, HCV, HIV and TB and the main driver for other public health programs, such as safe blood, infection control, etc). 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The experience gained from implementation of Hepatitis C Elimination Program informed the country about the need of changing the centralized service delivery models to the decentralized people-cantered/community cantered models.   
· “Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti Pilot - three diseases ( HIV, HCV and TB) under one umbrella” – Primary Care based integrated screening model on three diseases builds strong potential for bringing the key HIV, HCV and TB services close to people and will be expanded to other high disease burden regions of the country.  
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