

The Honorable Dr. David Sergeenko, M.D.
Minister of Health, Labor and Social Affairs,
Tbilisi, Georgia

14 February, 2018


On behalf of the scientific committee of the Georgia National Hepatitis C Elimination Program, we are writing to support the project titled:

- Implementing HCV treatment in harm reduction centres in Georgia – submitted by Dr. Maia Butsashvili, Clinic Neolab/Health Research Union (HRU) Tbilisi, Georgia (attached to the letter)

Dr. Butsashvili submitted this project proposal to the Georgia HCV Elimination Scientific Committee (SC), where it was reviewed and discussed.  The SC is supportive of the project, and agree that this project will inform HCV Elimination efforts to decentralize care and treatment services including pilot implementation of simplified diagnostics and monitoring of treatment in harm reduction sites and innovative interventions for scaling-up the screening and linkage to care, with the goal of making HCV treatment more accessible to the population group at greatest risk of being infected with HCV infection.  The SC looks forward to working with Dr. Butsashvili on this project, and supporting her in successful implementation of project related activities at harm reduction centres. 

We hope the project will have the support from the Ministry of Health, Labour, and Social Affairs of Georgia in facilitating timely approval of HCV integrated treatment service at pilot harm reduction centres in Tbilisi, Batumi and Zugdidi.




Your sincerely,



	Francisco Averhoff, MD, MPH 


Chair
Scientific Committee
Hepatitis C Elimination Program in Georgia

	Amiran Gamkrelidze, MD, PhD


Co-chair
Scientific Committee
Hepatitis C Elimination Program in Georgia
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