We would like to share activities of August 2018 regarding HCV Elimination Program in Georgia.
1. Statistics 
1.1 Georgia Hepatitis C Elimination Program Care Cascade April 28, 2015 – July 31, 2018
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1.2 Information about screening activities 
 Total number of registered screening is 2,018,336   
  Total number of positive screening among the registered ones is 139,959 (6.93%)
  Distribution by age and gender among the positive screenings:
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1.3. Information about drugs
Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478

Sovaldi bottles delivered to service Providers:  34 586
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Belarus: 1 500
Sovaldi bottles donated to the Republic of Armenia: 3 000
Sovaldi bottles remaining in central stock: 393 (validity period is expired, since sovaldi regimens in practice are almost no longer used for treatment)
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 168 440 (including 40 000 new (2018) arrival)
Harvoni bottles delivered to service Providers:  139 037 
Harvoni bottles remaining in central stock: 29 403 (7137 among them expired as of April 30th) 
2. Information about Elimination Program Data System
The new IT system has been launched. CDC is working with NCDC team on data migration testing and validation process. Challenges in the process of the data migration have been identified and are being addressed. CDC IT SME is engaged and working closely with the Ministry to ensure high quality data.   

3. Information about Hepatitis C Elimination State Programme

The following amendments have been made into the State Program of Hepatitis C Management:

Expansion of the area of beneficiaries - Cost of the diagnostic tests for war and military veterans will be covered by 70% within the state program.

Simplify diagnostic algorithm and reduce financial cost – From 1st September, 2018 the Government will ensure financing of HCV genotype test, within the diagnostic tests for involving into the treatment. We believe that this intervention will significantly decrease financial barriers. 

The right to seek and attract HCV positive patients (approved by confirmatory testing) are given to service providers.

One of the important amendments implemented since August 2018 is decentralization of HCV Elimination program. Considering the wide range of the project, it was necessary to expand and strengthen the electronic database of the program. From August 2018, the Unified Electronic System for Hepatitis C treatment has been launched. The existing/registered data (Stop-C and Elimination.moh.gov.ge) is being gradually integrated into the system. 

Within the decentralization project one of the main activities are introduction of the new generation hepatitis C treatment medicine Epclusa (Sofosbuvir/velpatasvir). National experts have already identified Epclusa treatment criteria and algorithm for treatment regimes in case of simultaneous treatment with Harvon and Epclusa. Treatment strategy have been approved by international expert groups and added to the existing treatment regimes. 

4. Other activities

TAG Meeting: Dates 28-30 November.  The Ministry of IDPs from Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and CDC have identified new TAG members, attached is the list of proposed TAG members for 2018 meeting. TAG chair is proposed to be the CDC/DVH Division Director, who has not yet been selected. Draft agenda of the meeting was prepared by CDC and shared with the Ministry and NCDC, which will be finalized after discussion between the parties.

The format will be the same focusing on the 6 strategic directions of the year, two TAG members will be assigned for each strategic direction. The structure of the 1st TAG day is supposed to be focused on the research and science. 

CDC has proposed the idea of “twinning” Georgia HCV Elimination Program and US program, Cherokee Nation. The Cherokee Nation Leadership, Dr. Jorge Mera is very interested in the concept and discussions are being arranged. This will ensure knowledge exchange and raise the profile of Georgia HCV Elimination Program and the Cherokee Nation program as leaders in HCV Elimination.

Gilead “HCV CHIME program”: Georgian researchers are submitting proposals to support new and ongoing research projects. Gilead’s CHIME program has been identified as a possible source of funding. Three proposals including: “Improving linkage to care in hepatitis C elimination program, Georgia” from Health Research Union (HRU), “Achieving national hepatitis C elimination targets through enhancing surveillance and engagement in HCV care cascade” from Hepatology Clinic (HEPA Clinic), and “Support the ongoing Hepatitis C Elimination program in Georgia through strengthening HCV surveillance” from National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) are being finalized and will be submitted.

Abkhazia: The Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia is working with the Ministry of Reconciliation, US Embassy, and CDC to explore establishing treatment opportunities in Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia. GS and Abbott are aware and interesting in collaborating on the project. 

