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Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, I would like to thank the organizers of this very important international meeting. This is the first time, Georgia, together with Norwegian Institute of Public Health, is hosting the Real-time Surveillance meeting, under the Global Health Security Initiative. This meeting emphasizes commitment and eagerness of all attending countries towards strengthening the global health security.  
As you all are aware, among 11 Action Packages of Global Health Security Agenda, Georgia is a leading the Real-Time Surveillance Action Package and is contributing to cross-cutting Zoonotic Diseases and National Laboratory System Action Packages. We have been a part of Global Health Security Agenda since the initial launch. Georgia participated in all important, high-level meetings in the frames of GHSA, including the White House Summit in September. We are actively working on implementation and supporting its vision, which is a world safe and secure from infectious disease threats.
It is well known that The International Health Regulations (IHR) are the foundation of the Global Health Security as they provide the tool to address public health threats that have the potential to spread internationally. 
According to the main purpose of GHSA, respective health sectors should collaborate and share responsibilities in combatting threats thus, during the following 3 days, animal and human health experts from different countries will use our meeting as a platform to work together and find the way to strengthen surveillance systems using the One Health approach, which has already become a successful framework used in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture of Georgia.
Ministry of Labour Health and Social Affairs has a long-standing and strong collaboration with US Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) and through this support Georgia counts on a fully functional Electronic Integrated Disease Surveillance System (EIDSS) since 2006. EIDSS supports the reporting of Especially Dangerous Pathogens (EDPs) as well as Georgia’s notifiable diseases. Since 2012, EIDSS is recognized by the Ministry as the single system for notification, data registration, analyses and medical statistics.

Currently, with a significant contribution of US Government, Georgia has tiered laboratory network based on the One Health concept. Laboratories of the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), have similar structure and include 3 levels: LSSs (Local Surveillance Stations) and ZDLs (Zonal Diagnostic Labs), and the Lugar Center for Public Health Research, which has the only BSL3 capacity in the Region. I hope you will use the opportunity to visit Lugar center.

This meeting will unite partner countries, including: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Senegal, Cote d’Ivore, Ghana, Ethiopia, Moldova, Malawi, Norway, Uganda, Italy, and United States and international partner organizations, WHO, US CDC, OIE, FAO, Robert Koch Institute, University of Oslo, British Medical Journal (BMJ), Walter Reed Army Institute and others. It is an honor for us to host you In Georgia. 
Finally, I would like to thank all our partners and collaborators for their successful contributions: Norwegian Institute of Public Health, US CDC, DTRA, and Ministry of Agriculture of Georgia and National Food Agency. 
