We would like to update you on ongoing activities of July 2017
As you may already recall PR Company has been launched and is very actively spread. It includes TV shows 2-3 time per week, screening of different groups of people as for example sportsmen, workers from different Ministries and others. 
Last week, we’ve messages to half a million people. These are mostly men from about 30 to 60 years old. It is a group where almost 50% of the infection is concentrated. SMS messages indicate what Hepatitis C is and where to go for treatment. The websites of Ministry and National Center for Disease Control and Public Health also incorporate all information about where to go to the screening and treatment in the framework of HCV Elimination program. In all regions and municipalities of Georgia mobile or public health brigades are already working to actively find all cases.
As you may also recall a joint MOLHSA/Gilead/CDC assessment by both IT teams has identified the need for a High Availability/Disaster Recovery 2-Node cluster for the database/application system (Master-Slave) in order to manage current / future workload. Our IT team has already purchased recommended one and has moved all the databases (screening, old Stop-c, Elimination C). Also workshop specially dedicated for database updates was organized on 26th of July. The purpose of this meeting was the following:
(i)                  Provide updates on, and identify issues with the current IT systems that are blocking or affecting the ability to perform M&E activities, conduct research, perform accurate data entry, and make timely decisions affecting the HCV Elimination program.
(ii)                Provide, discuss, and propose solutions to issues identified in (i), utilizing the expertise and knowledge of the participants at the meeting.  Reach consensus on solutions.
(iii)               Establish a practical mechanism and plan for the ongoing coordination and communication of information systems activities that are part of the HCV Elimination program. The aim of meeting was to summarize identified issues and possible solutions.
On meeting all stakeholders discussed ongoing issues and achievements. Below there are future goals for database improvement 
1) Connection of Elimination C electronic system with so called old Stop-c:
A) Obtaining the patient's data from the old bases to clear the status of his treatment
B) Drawing up the general data map of the two systems of general accounts (statistics)
C)  Setting up the service to connect screening and Elimination C databases System
D) Creating a Reporting Server (Forming and Implementing Forms)
Annually on July 28th, the World Health Organization celebrates the World Hepatitis Day, and Georgia traditionally joins this event with significant activities.
The celebration began in the beginning of week. The main message of the weekly events was "C hepatitis C is a curable disease". This year event named “Lessons learnt from the Georgian Hepatitis C Elimination Program”, was organized by the Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia and the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health, with the active involvement of the World Health Organization, World Hepatitis Alliance and US Disease Control and Prevention Centers. Also representatives from neighbor countries are planning to come to Georgia for study tour in terms of HCV elimination project. 
Initially Dr. David Sergeenko - Minister of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, Mr. Ian C. Kelly - US Ambassador, Dr. Nedret Emiroglu - WHO Regional Office for Europe, Dr. Juliette Morgan - US CDC and Dr. Charles Gore - World Hepatitis Alliance made welcome speeches. 
Dr. Antons Mozalevskis from WHO Regional Office for Europe, talked about Global Hepatitis Report 2017 which this year is dedicated on raising awareness. Report provides Global status of HCV (Summary data from European region), information about deaths due to HCV and he highlighted that morbidity us still rising also he talked about HBV vaccination and coverage which Is rising and target coverage for HCV diagnostics which is ~31% while target is 50% by 2030. He also underlined that Georgia has diagnosed more that 31% of people with HCV.
This presentation was followed by Dr. Amiran Gamkrelidze - Georgian NCDC. Dr. Amiran Reviewed the progress of the Georgia HCV Elimination Program he highlighted importance of rising awareness in population also he mentioned that Georgia will have special session on World Hepatitis Summit, which will take place from 1 – 3 November 2017, at the World Trade Center in São Paulo, Brazil. He also reviewed statistical data and regional distribution of HCV, road to elimination project and rising of Geographical accessibility.
Discussion regarding harm reduction took place after Dr. Amiran’s presentation it was mentioned that Georgia considering Technical advisory group recommendations is gradually integrating services into a harm reduction.
Dr. Charles Gore from World Hepatitis Alliance Reviewed history of alliance which was established in 2007. He also talked about Nohep movement, which is a global movement to raise awareness. Made an example of raising awareness from Bangladesh he said that cricket team is called nohep. Also he mentioned that elimination won’t work without prevention and diagnostics in the middle. Also he talked about Encouraging people to speak out about their disease and about Importance of addressing stigma. 
After break Dr. Marina Darakhvelidze – MoLHSA, Dr. Tengiz Tsertsvadze – IDACIRC and Dr. Irma Khonelidze – NCDC, talked about HCV Elimination Program integration into the overall health system, Communicable and non-communicable diseases, co-infection management in HCV patients and feasibility of HCV, TB and HIV Integrated screening and care model in Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti region’s (pilot program).
Finally Mrs. Maka Gogia – Georgia harm reduction network and Mr. Konstantine Labartkava - New Vector talked about advocacy to reduce inequalities and stigma in HCV treatment and care program – addressing needs of vulnerable populations on the example of people who inject drugs.
Meeting was followed with visit of stakeholder to Lugar.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Up to date from the beginning of program almost 41 000 registered and of those almost 40 000 have already started treatment, of those almost 35 000 completed treatment. SVR was achieved in 98% of cases in regimens with Harvoni.

As for number of screened it is more than 700 000.
Total number of disbursed Sovaldi bottles: 39 478
To service Providers:  34 584
To Belarus: 1 500
To Armenia: 3 000
Remaining in central stock: 394
Total number of disbursed Harvoni bottles: 128 440
To service Providers:  98 320
Remaining in central stock: 30 120


