U.S.-GEORGIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP COMMISSION

Economic, Energy, and Trade Working Group Meeting
April 4, 2017, Washington, D.C.
9:30 a.m.– 1:30 p.m.

	Lead & Time
	Agenda

	1 hour
	U.S. Co-Chairs 
· Patricia Haslach, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
· Margot Ellis, Acting USAID Assistant Administrator
Georgian Co-Chairs 
· David Zalkaliani, First Deputy Minister, MFA 
· Genadi Arveladze, Deputy Minister, MOESD 

	US and
GOG 
15 minutes
	Welcome Notes 

· Davit Zalkaliani, First Deputy Minister, MFA 

· Genadi Arveladze, Deputy Minister, MOESD
· Patricia Haslach Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
· Margot Ellis, Acting USAID Assistant Administrator 

	
	

	
	Maximizing Growth Through Continued Reform 

	45 minutes
	· Judicial Reform:  
· Commercial Law Development Program (CLDP) to Expand Arbitration (US lead)
· Judicial Transparency and Accountability in Commercial Decisions (Georgia lead)
· Regulatory Oversight:

· Bankruptcy (Georgia lead)
· Pension and Capital Market Reform (US lead)
· Public Private Partnership Law (Georgia lead)
· Potential road sector PPP projects in Georgia


	20 minutes
	Coffee Break:


	
	

	3 hours
	U.S.-GEORGIA STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP COMMISSION

Economic, Energy, and Trade Working Group Meeting

	
	Strengthening Georgia’s Business Environment

	40 minutes
	· Labor Updates (Georgia lead) 

· Implementing DCFTA Approximation and its Enforcement (Georgia lead)

· Updates on the WTO Government Procurement Agreement (Georgia lead)
· Updates on Implementation of the Agriculture Development Strategy 2015-2020 and Action Plan (Georgia lead)
· Rural Developments policy formulation (Georgia lead)


	
	Energy Security: Improving Resilience and Attracting Investment

	40 minutes
	· Barriers to Regional Electricity Trade (Georgia lead)
· Unleashing Foreign Investment in the Energy Sector (US lead)
· Expanding Southern Gas Corridor (Georgia lead)
· Options for Financing Underground Gas Storage (US lead)
· Update on Process to Implement an Investment Screening Program (Georgia lead)

	
	Increasing Environmental Cooperation

	20 minutes
	· Updates on Implementation AA Environmental commitments (US lead)

· Cooperation in water sector and next steps (Georgia lead)


	15 minutes
	Coffee Break

	
	Increasing Bilateral Partnership Through Trade, Investment, Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

	60 minutes
	· Strengthening Bilateral Trade and Investment Ties (Georgia lead)
· Certified Trade Mission in Fall 2017 (US lead)
· Silk Road Forum (Georgia lead)

· Promoting Entrepreneurship and Innovation through Speakers, Events, and the Entrepreneurship Working Group (US lead)
· Updates on Anaklia Port construction:  Next Steps (Georgia lead)


	5 minutes
	Wrap Up/Next Steps

	
	· Concluding Remarks/Press Availability


Reception in honor of the EWG participants at the Embassy of Georgia – 6:00pm – 8:30pm
�Can we combine this into one bullet – something like “Improving Livelihoods in Rural Communities.”  





