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INFORMATION OF GENERAL INTEREST 





a)	Signatures and ratifications

To date, all 47 Council of Europe member States have signed the Charter: 45 States have signed the Revised Charter and only 2 the 1961 Charter (Liechtenstein and Switzerland).

43 of the Council of Europe member states have ratified the Charter: 34 are bound by the Revised Charter and 9 by the 1961 Charter. The remaining four States which have not yet ratified are: Liechtenstein, Monaco, San Marino and Switzerland.

15 States have accepted the collective complaints procedure.

b)	Committee of Ministers

Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe (November 2016 - May 2017)

Cyprus took over from Estonia the Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe for the following six months on 22 November 2016. The outgoing Chair Jürgen Ligi, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Estonia handed over the chairmanship to his successor Ioannis Kasoulides, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cyprus. 

Annual “Tour de table”

The Deputies held an oral "Tour de table" on the signature and ratification of the European Social Charter (revised) and the Charter of 1961 with its Protocols during the 1274th meeting of the Committee of Ministers on 11 January 2017.

Conclusions 2015/XX-4

The Committee of Ministers adopted the following resolutions and recommendation during its 1283rd meeting on 5 April 2017:

CM/ResChS(2017)6 /  Resolution on the implementation of the European Social Charter during the period 2010-2013 (Conclusions 2015), provisions related to the thematic group “Children, families, migrants” (Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 5 April 2017 at the 1283rd meeting of the Ministers' Deputies) 

CM/ResChS(2017)5 /  Resolution on the implementation of the European Social Charter during the period 2010-2013 (Conclusions XX-4 (2015)), provisions related to the thematic group “Children, families, migrants” (Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 5 April 2017 at the 1283rd meeting of the Ministers' Deputies) 

CM/AS(2017)Rec2085-final /  “Strengthening the protection and role of human rights defenders in Council of Europe member States” ‒ Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 2085 (2016) (Reply adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 5 April 2017 at the 1283rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies)

Exchange of views with the Ministers’ Deputies

On 22 March 2017 the President of the European Committee of Social Rights held an exchange of views with the Ministers’ Deputies during their 1282nd meeting.

c)	Secretary General
 
The Secretary General received the Presidents of the COE monitoring bodies at a working lunch on 15 December 2016.
G. PALMISANO, R. BRILLAT

The Secretary General addressed a letter to the President of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker on 16 December 2016 related to the role of the ESC in the European Pillar of Social Rights.

The opinion of the Secretary General of the Council of Europe on the European Union initiative to establish a European Pillar of Social Rights was published on 20 January 2017.

d)	Parliamentary Assembly

The winter session of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe took place from 23 to 27 January 2017. Debates on attacks against journalists and media freedom in Europe, the challenges and accountability of online media and journalism and the need to end cyber discrimination and online hate speech were at the heart of the PACE winter plenary first part-session held in Strasbourg.

The PACE Committee on Social Affairs, Health and Sustainable Development met in Paris on 24 March 2017.

The spring session of the the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe took place from 24-28 April 2017. Debates on the functioning of democratic institutions in Turkey as well as on the situation of human rights in the North Caucasus, the increased income inequalities and the need for a citizenship income and the protection of refugee women from gender-based violence were at the heart of the PACE spring second part-session held in Strasbourg. The Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Niels Muižnieks, presented his annual activity report 2016. 

e) 	European Union

Conference on "The European Pillar of Social Rights: going forward together" was organized by the European Commission at the Charlemagne building in Brussels on 23 January 2017.
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=1226&eventsId=1187&furtherEvents=yes
C. GIAKOUMOPOULOS

The European Commission presented the European Pillar of Social Rights in Brussels on 26 April 2017, “Building a fairer Europe and strengthening its social dimension is a key priority for this Commission.”


f) Main events organised since the 134th meeting of the Governmental Committee

Events organised by the Department of the European Social Charter:

· Belgrade (Serbia), 25 October 2016
Training on the Collective complaints procedure co-organised with the Serbian government
F. VANDAMME, R. PRIORE, S. HIRSCHINGER

· Belgrade (Serbia), 26 October 2016
Meeting with Mr Nenad Ivanišević, State Secretary, Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veterans and Social Affairs
F. VANDAMME, R. PRIORE, S. HIRSCHINGER

· Warsaw (Poland), 8 November 2016
Seminar “The European Social Charter: challenges and opportunities. 25th Anniversary of Polish membership to the Council of Europe” co-organised with the Polish Commissioner for Human Rights
C. O’CINEIDE, M. FROGNER, M. WUJCZYK, A SWIATKOWSKI, R. BRILLAT, D. WISNIEWSKA-CAZALS

· Strasbourg (France), 24 November 2016
Meeting of the Bureau of the Governmental Committee of the European Social Charter and the European Code of Social Security
KF. BOPP

· Strasbourg (France), 1 December 2016
Presentation of the Charter to the French parliamentarians
R. BRILLAT, L. VIOTTI

· Strasbourg (France), 8 December 2016
Workshop organised in honour of Lauri LEPPIK and Colm O’CINNEIDE and any other member leaving the Committee on the occasion of their last session as members of the European Committee of Social Rights
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

· Kyiv (Ukraine), 13 December 2016
Seminar on the European Social Charter
L. LEPPIK, M. FROGNER, R. BRILLAT, N. CHITASHVILI

· Strasbourg (France), 16 January 2017
Presentation of the European Social Charter to the students of Master of compared law France / Spain of Nanterre University
L. VIOTTI

· Nicosia (Cyprus), 24 February 2017
Conference "Social rights in today's Europe: the role of domestic and European Courts"
G. PALMISANO, E. CHEMLA, J. HAJDU, M. WUJCZYK, N. POPOVA, K. KIRINCIC ANDRITSOU, J. MARECHAL, C. GIAKOUMOPOULOS, P. CAROTENUTO, S. HIRSCHINGER, N. KHAFAJI

· Strasbourg (France), 28 March 2017
4th meeting of COE-FRA-ENNHRI-EQUINET Collaborative Platform on Social and Economic Rights
L. LEPPIK, D. WISNIEWSKA-CAZALS



Events organised by other departments of the Council of Europe:

· Strasbourg (France), 5 – 7 October 2016
Ad hoc Committee of experts on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CAHDPH)
E. CHEMLA

· Strasbourg (France), 17 October 2016
International day for the eradication of poverty - Youth facing poverty and social exclusion in Europe: the civil society and its answers
G. PALMISANO

· Strasbourg (France), 18 – 21 October 2016
Congress of Regional and Local Authorities
L. JIMENA QUESADA

· Paris (France), 28 October 2016
Parliamentary Assembly seminar on “The right of children and young people to social, legal and economic protection” (under Articles 7 and 17 of the European Social Charter)
G. PALMISANO, E. CHEMLA, D. WISNIEWSKA-CAZALS

· Strasbourg (France), 15 November 2016
Gender Equality Commission, Brainstorming meeting to draft a CM recommendation to combat sexism 
E. MALAGONI

· Strasbourg (France), 15 November 2016
Presentation of the Charter to the judges and prosecutors of the Republic of Belarus and representatives of Belarusian State University
H. KRISTENSEN

· Strasbourg (France), 13 January 2017
Presentation of the European Social Charter to Ukrainian officials in the framework of the CoE project on “Strengthening the human rights of Internally Displaced Persons in Ukraine”
R. BRILLAT, H. KRISTENSEN

· Strasbourg (France), 25 January 2017
Presentation of the Charter to a group of lawyers from Kosovo[footnoteRef:1] [1:  All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo] 

O. KUMBARO-BIANKU

· Strasbourg (France), 31 January 2017
CoE-OHCHR inter-secretariat coordination meeting
N. CASEY

· Strasbourg (France) 17 March 2017
Lanzarote Committee Meeting
K. KIRINCIC ANDRITSOU



· Nicosia (Cyprus) 27-28 March 2017
Conference “Human Rights: a reality for all”, organised by the Council of Europe in co-operation with the Ministry of Labour, Welfare and Social Insurance of the Republic of Cyprus
J. FABER

Events organised by Universities:

· Paris (France), 13-14 October 2016
French section of the Academic network of the Social Charter and Social Rights, international Colloquy “Economic crisis and social rights: a weakened standard of protection?”
E. CHEMLA, L. JIMENA QUESADA, R. BRILLAT

· Strasbourg (France), 14 October 2016
Presentation at the School of Social Work of Strasbourg (E.S.T.E.S.)
R. BRILLAT

- 	Tallinn (Estonia), 3-4 November 2016
Conference on the rights of the child in times of migrant crisis and in the digital environment
Mr. WUJCZYK

- 	Grenoble (France), 4 November 2016
Course on the European Committee of Social Rights within the framework of the training course "Non-jurisdictional protections of human rights in the Council of Europe" of Master 2 students of European Legal Careers of the University of Grenoble
R. BRILLAT

- 	Nantes (France), 9 November 2016 
 Institute of Advanced Studies of Nantes, Conference on Inequality of Income Distribution: "Legal causes of growing inequality in the distribution of wealth, in the context of tension generated by EU policies - The role of the ECSR"
P. STANGOS

· Valencia (Spain), 18 November 2016
Colloquy on Social Rights
R. BRILLAT

· Sofia (Bulgaria), 21-22 November 2016
International scientific and practical conference on "Law and Social Policy", Sofia University "St. Kliment Ochridski" 
K. SREDKOVA

· Brussels (Belgium), 25 November 2016
Colloquy on Social Rights at the University of Saint-Louis
F. VANDAMME

· Paris (France), 20 March 2017
“Effectiveness of the European Social Charter: substantial and procedural guaranties”, Paris 13 University
R. BRILLAT


· Moscow (Russian Federation), 10 April 2017
“Implementation of Human Rights Safeguards in the Russian Law and Enforcement Practices”, MGIMO
R. BRILLAT

· Strasbourg (France), 24 April 2017
Presentation of the European Social Charter to students from Haute école de Louvain
A. MALHERME

· Strasbourg (France), 25 April 2017
Presentation of the European Social Charter to Master 2 students of Cergy Pontoise University
A. MALHERME

Other meetings:

· Belgrade (Serbia), 26 October 2016
Conference “The Poverty Map of Serbia - Findings And Policy Implications” organised by the Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veterans and Social Affairs and the World Bank
F. VANDAMME

· Bucarest (Romania), 2 November 2016
10th National Congress of the National Trade Union Bloc (BNS) confederation
R. BRILLAT

· Rome (Italy), 3 November 2016
Colloquy on the 20th Anniversary of the Revised Social Charter
G. PALMISANO, R. PRIORE

· Bratislava (Slovak Republic), 10-11 November 2016
MISSOC meeting
S. HIRSCHINGER

· Berlin (Germany), 18 November 2016
Training on the Turin Process at Caritas Europe
R. PRIORE

· Strasbourg (France), 24 November 2016
Presentation on the provisions of the European Social Charter relating to trade union rights and relationship between the Charter and the EU Pillar of Social Rights to the Trade Union Intergroup of the EU Parliament
R. PRIORE

· Gerona (Spain), 23 – 25 November 2016
Local Ombudsman International Congress “Human Rights: think globally, defend locally”
R. CANOSA USERA

· Brussels (Belgium), 28 November 2016
Lecture on Protection of Social Rights in Europe: Challenges and Prospects, organised by FRAME
G. PALMISANO

· Geneva (Switzerland), 5 December 2016
ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations
S. HIRSCHINGER

-    Rome (Italy), 13 December
Meeting and exchange of views with Italian authorities on acceptance of Art.25 of the Social Charter
G. PALMISANO, P. CAROTENUTO

· Paris (France), 14 February 2017
“Thirty years of combating poverty - what now?” – lecture at the Economic, Social and Environmental Council
R. BRILLAT

· Kyiv (Ukraine), 28 February 2017
Exchange of views on “The European standards on guarantees of fundamental social and economic rights by Governments” with the Constitutional Court of Ukraine
G. PALMISANO, R. BRILLAT, H. KRISTENSEN

-    Brussels, on 8 March 2017.
Conference on “Social Rights in the EU and the European Social Charter” was organised by European Parliamentary Group European United Left/Nordic Green Left in the European Parliament
K. LUKAS, J.-M. BELORGEY, R. PRIORE

· Sochi (Russian Federation), 16 – 17 March 2017
Round table with Russian ombudsmen « Social rights in the work of the ombudsmen of Russian Federation »
R. BRILLAT

· Antwerp (Belgium), 23-24 March 2017
Seminar on "International human rights law and concepts as stepping stones for a more effective right to housing at the domestic level"
K. LUKAS

· Sochi (Russian Federation), 10-14 April 2017
3d Russian Labour Safety Week
K.-F. BOPP

· Poznan (Poland), 21 April 2017
Seminar "The strategy of Ratification of the Revised European Social Charter: quick operation or a long march?"
M. WUJCZYK, D. WISNIEWSKA-CAZALS

· Ankara (Turkey), 25 April 2017
Meeting with the Ministry of Labour and Social Security of Turkey (Directorate of International Labour force) with regard to delivery of work permits for migrants in Turkey
R. BRILLAT, T. MONTANARI

· Valletta (Malta), 11 May 2017
Mutual Information System on Social Protection (MISSOC) meeting
S. HIRSCHINGER
g) 	Major future events on the European Social Charter in 2017

Events organised by the Department of the European Social Charter:

· Strasbourg (France), 15-19 May 2017
135th meeting of the Governmental Committee
C. GIAKOMOPOULOS, P.CAROTENUTO, S.HIRSCHINGER

· Strasbourg (France), 29-30 June 2017
MISSCEO meeting
S. HIRSCHINGER

· Strasbourg (France), 25-29 September 2017
136th meeting of the Governmental Committee
C. GIAKOMOPOULOS, P.CAROTENUTO

Meetings on the non-accepted provisions (Article 22 of the 1961 Charter):

· Helsinky (Finland), 15 June 2017
Meeting on non-accepted provision
G. PALMISANO, M. FROGNER, M. MIKKOLA, D. WISNIEWSKA-CAZALS, S. HIRSCHINGER
Events organised by other departments of the Council of Europe:

· Baku (Azerbaijan), 2 June 2017
National Parliamentary seminar “Fostering socio-economic rights in Azerbaijan from the perspective of the European Social Charter”
D. WISNIEWSKA-CAZALS

· Strasbourg (France), 9 June 2017
CDDH High-Level Seminar on Human Rights and Business 
G. PALMISANO

Events organised by Universities:

· Brussels, 9 May 2017
Seminar on « Social Rights in the Socio-Economic Governance of the European Union », organized by  Global College of Law, Catholic University of Louvain (UCL)  C.GIAKOMOPOULOS, R. PRIORE
· Milan, 15 May 2017
Conference on” The case-law of the European Committee of Social Rights in the name of the indivisibility of human rights” organised by University of Milan 
G.PALMISANO, R.PRIORE

Other meetings:

· Vienna (Austria), 22 May 2017
Meeting with experts on Secondary movements of asylum seekers within the EU and fundamental rights at FRA
K.-F. BOPP

· Brussels (Belgium), 29 May 2017
Exchange of views on the Greek Labour market reforms at the European Parliament
P. STANGOS, H. KRISTENSEN

· Sarajevo (Bosnia and Herzegovina), 27-28 June 2017
Conference “Economic and social rights for the forcibly displaced persons during the conflicts in former Yugoslavia”
R. BRILLAT, T. MONTANARI, C. THEREAU

h) 	Secretariat

[bookmark: _GoBack]Catherine THÉRÉAU joined the Department on 2 January 2017.

Odeta KUMBARO-BIANKU joined Division II on 2 March 2017 as a lawyer.

Anna KUZNETSOVA and Diana BALANESCU joined Division I on 1 February 2017 as lawyers.

Amaya UBEDA DE TORRES joined Division II on 2 March 2017 as a lawyer.

Antoine MALHERME joined Division I on 13 March 2017 as a lawyer.
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