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Mr. Chairman,
I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.
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We thank the Secretariat for this comprehensive and clearly structured report and the draft 5-year implementation plan. Full implementation of the International Health Regulations, and well-functioning health systems, as well as maintenance of critical health infrastructure,  including in high vulnerability, low capacity countries at greatest risk of emergencies and outbreaks, are the core of an improved global health security. This creates synergies on the path to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC).
Thus we would like to recall the legitimacy and binding nature of the IHR and the importance of the national focal point network. All MS share a responsibility to their own populations and to one another to fully implement the IHR, and to develop their health system capacity for detection, preparedness and response with support from WHO and with other partners. 
We agree with the goals, objectives and pillars of the draft 5-year implementation plan. 
We particularly welcome the link made between core capacities building and public health systems strengthening. We look forward to the development of the conceptual framework for harmonizing core capacities requirements with national health systems and essential public health functions. We expect the WHO Health Emergency Programme to closely work with the Health Systems and UHC cluster.
We welcome the support provided by the Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network through the provision of a pool of human and technical resources to strengthen the WHO management of emergency response and preparedness. 
We would like to highlight the importance of the new voluntary monitoring and evaluation instruments and encourage their use as an input to the development of national action plans for health security integrated in and aligned with national health strategies. These instruments help countries to list priority areas to accelerate the implementation of IHR core capacities. WHO’s support is essential in this context, in particular for training the IHR national focal points and other key players.
Strengthening implementation of IHR is crucial to achieve the proposed impact of the new General Programme of Work, to achieve SDG3 and, above all, to keep the world safe from global health crisis. 
To do so, cooperation and coordination of activities with regional organizations such as the EU is essential. We are working towards the full implementation of the IHR through obligations under the EU Decision on serious cross-border threats to health and its cooperation programs, including assistance via the European Medical Corps. We are ready to work closely with WHO Regional Offices and with the WHO Office in charge of preparedness and capacity building in this regard. Recognizing the importance of IHR as a component of an efficient health system, we, when asked to by partner countries, are willing to accelerate the sustainable implementation of IHR through our bilateral development cooperation.
The EU and its Member States are ready to endorse the 5-year implementation plan as in the annex 1 in document EB142/10 and call on the EB to adopt the draft decision contained in the report.
Thank you.
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