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FW: Leadership Announcement_draft letter

Maia Nikoleishvili

Tue 4/10/2018 8:36 PM

To:Sopo Belkania <sbelkania@moh.gov.ge>; Mariana Mkurnali <mmkurnali@moh.gov.ge>;

Dr. Robert Redfield
Director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Dear Dr. Redfield,

It is my great pleasure to congratulate you on your appointment as the Director of the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and wish you every success in all your future endeavors.

With this letter, I would like to outline the importance of the US-Georgia partnership which entailed
unprecedented initiative - Hepatitis C Elimination Program in Georgia. This project is a direct result of
successful public-private partnership originating from close cooperation between the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and Gilead Sciences Inc.. Through universal access to HCV diagnostics
and treatment, HCV burden in Georgia is gradually being eliminated. Beyond its immediate public
health impact in Georgia, the HCV elimination project will serve as a model for other countries by
generating valuable data to support the implementation of elimination programs in other parts of the
world.

An unprecedented investment and US Government support has been rendered to Georgia for
establishment and operation of the R. Lugar Center for Public Health Research under the National
Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC). The Lugar Center is a valuable asset not only for
our country, but also for the whole region in light of developing biosecurity, biosafety, surveillance and
scientific research areas.

Georgia has been receiving significant international support from U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) to combat and prevent AMR by improving healthcare associated infections (HAIs);
institutionalizing Infection Prevention Control (IPC) practices through the development of National
IPC policies and guidelines; building laboratory capacity for HAIs and AMR testing; and promoting
antibiotic stewardship.

Furthermore, with outstanding support of U.S. CDC country has developed sustainable Influenza
Surveillance System, which is a significant step towards strengthening surveillance capacity for timely
detection and effective response to public health threats.

To intensify our collaboration, with great pleasure, I would like to invite you to visit Georgia at your
earliest convenience. This visit will give us an opportunity to discuss ongoing healthcare reforms
implemented in collaboration with US Government and define future initiatives of our mutual
partnership.

Once again, wishing you success in your new duties and looking forward to our future collaboration.
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Sincerely yours,

From: Sopo Belkania

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 5:59 PM

To: Mariana Mkurnali <mmkurnali@moh.gov.ge>; Maia Nikoleishvili <mnikoleishvili@moh.gov.ge>
Subject: FW: Leadership Announcement
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From: David Sergeenko

Sent: Tuesday, April 10, 2018 1:48 PM
To: Sopo Belkania

Subject: FW: Leadership Announcement
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From: "Averhoff, Francisco (CDC/OID/NCHHSTP)" <fma0@cdc.gov>

Date: Friday, March 30, 2018 7:54 PM

To: Davit Sergeenko <dsergeenko@moh.gov.ge>

Cc: Maia Lagvilava <mlagvilava@moh.gov.ge>, "Gamkrelidze, Amiran (CDC ncdc.ge)" <a.gamkrelidze@ncdc.ge>,
"Nasrullah, Muazzam (CDC/OID/NCHHSTP)" <hij9@cdc.gov>, "Skaggs, Beth (CDC/CGH/DGHP)" <bgs7 @cdc.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Leadership Announcement

Dear David,
During my visit earlier this month we discussed the possibility of inviting CDC Director to visit Georgia to see the great
work, but a permanent director had not yet been selected, now one has been selected, see below. It is very encouraging

that Dr. Redfield is well respected and has done work in HIV and HCV, and has this interest.

If you are still inclined, it may be great to invite him, it is very timely and we are fortunate to have a director with this
interest.

Best regards, FA

2 of 3 7/1/2018, 3:02 AM



FW: Leadership Announcement_draft letter - Sopo Belkania https://mail2.moh.gov.ge/owa/#viewmodel=ReadMessageltem&Item...

30f3 7/1/2018, 3:02 AM



