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Justification for Other than Full and Open Competition
at or Below the Simplified Acquisition Threshold
Brand Name Justification
Project Title:  MERS-CoV (NCoV / Novel coronavirus) proteins

I. Identification of the agency and contracting activity   
	DHHS, NIH, NIAID, RML, LV______________________
	
A. Project Background: The Rocky Mountain Laboratories (RML), Laboratory of Virology (LV) research of the Virus Ecology Unit (VEU) focuses on the ecology/transmission of viruses and their respective host reservoirs, with the ultimate goal to predict, prevent and intervene with viral outbreaks.  One goal of the VEU is to develop assays to use in testing samples for the presence of viruses of interest. The VEU has recently developed an ELISA assay to test camel serum for the presence of the MERS-coronavirus. 

B. Project Description:  Virus Ecology Unit (VEU) will be sampling camel serum, in the country of Jordan, for the possible presence of the MERS virus. The proteins were previously purchased from this company and used in the development of the aforementioned ELISA assay. 
 
C. Description of the supplies/services to be purchased
· MERS-CoV (NCoV/Novel coronavirus) Spike Protein (ECD, aa 1-1297, His Tag)(1mg), Cat# 40069-V08B Quantity 1 
· MERS-CoV (NCoV/ Novel coronavirus) Nucleoprotein / NP protein (His Tag)(1 mg), Cat # 40068-V08B, Quantity 1

· Name of manufacturer, producer, or distributor of each brand name product referenced (and address if not well known):
Manufacturer:  Sino Biological
Distributors:  Sino Biological, Cedarlane Laboratory

II. Identification of the statutory authority permitting other than full and open competition (SELECT ONE) 

☒	41 USC 3304(a)(1) and FAR Part 6.302-1: Only one responsible source / Brand Name 
III. Demonstration that the proposed brand name product’s salient characteristics (specific features, qualities and/or the nature of the acquisition) requires use of the authority cited.
The Rocky Mountain Laboratory (RML) Laboratory of Virology (LV) Disease Modeling and Transmission Section (DTMS) studies emerging and re-emerging viral pathogens with an aim of developing diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines. LV is studying MERS (Middle East respiratory syndrome) and has recently developed an ELISA assay to test camel serum for the presence of the MERS-coronavirus with these two specific proteins.  In order to continue with these important studies, the laboratory requires more of these specific proteins.





