US-Georgia collaboration in the field of health and labour
The crowning achievement of the US-Georgian collaboration is the largest investment through Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction Program in establishment of Unified Laboratory Surveillance System in Georgia under the “One Health” concept - represented by 22 human and animal surveillance labs throughout the country under the Ministries of Labour, Health and Social Affairs and Agriculture, and of course, the Richard Lugar Center for Public Health Research - a state-of- the art biosafety level 3 research facility. 

Since 2013 after the integration into the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) the NCDC/Lugar Center has been making a progress in light of epidemiological and laboratory capacity; in development of fundamental and biomedical science having already a number of remarkable achievements; is becoming a regional hub for BS&S trainings; is a regional key-player in trans-boundary collaboration; due to its capacity Georgia is announced as a leader country in a real-time bio-surveillance and a supporter of lab and zoonotic infections surveillance action packages within the Global Health Security Agenda. 

At present, the most priority directions for further development and sustainability:

1.     NCDC/Lugar Center to become a Center of Excellence in fundamental and applied bio-medical and bio-technological sciences; to become a regional hub of trainings; to provide external control for public health programs; to be actively involved in GHSA action packages; 

2.      To enhance scientific diplomacy on international level, including promotion of local scientists and provide their access to the latest scientific trends in molecular biology, human genomics, lab testing methodologies etc.
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) is an increasingly serious threat to global public health. Georgia has been receiving significant international support from U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to combat and prevent AMR by improving healthcare associated infections (HAIs); institutionalizing Infection Prevention Control (IPC) practices through the development of National IPC policies and guidelines; building laboratory capacity for HAIs and AMR testing; and promoting antibiotic stewardship. 
Since April 2015, the Government of Georgia with support of US CDC, WHO and pharmaceutical company “Gilead Sciences” is implementing the flagship project - Hepatitis C Elimination Program in Georgia. Patients with hepatitis C are provided with HCV diagnostics and treatment with the latest generation of expensive medicines (Soposbuvir, Harvoni, Interferon and Ribavirin). Through universal access to HCV diagnostics and treatment, HCV burden in Georgia is gradually being eliminated. Beyond its immediate public health impact in Georgia, the HCV elimination project will serve as a model for other countries by generating valuable data to support the implementation of elimination programs in other parts of the world.
International labour Organization with financial support of US State Labour Department is implementing the ILO-DOL project "Improving Compliance with the Labor Law in the Democratic Republic of Georgia". The budget of the project is: 3 000 000 USD.

The project represents an important support for the Government of Georgia, particularly for MoLHSA in the whole process of creating, implementing and maintaining of an effective and efficient Labor Inspection System able to enforce the labor law and to contribute to the improvement of the working conditions in Georgia. The Georgian side would like to express its gratitude towards US Government for continuous support.

