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Brussels, 28 October 2013

Dear Mr Secretary General

The Women, Peace and Security agenda is an important policy priority for our nations individually and for NATO and its partners collectively. We see the United Nations Security Council Resolutions on Women, Peace and Security; 1325 (2000), 1820 (2008), 1888 (2009), 1889 (2009), 1960(2010), 2106 (2013) and 2122 (2013) as part of NATO’s core values. To quote the Special Representative on Women, Peace and Security’s recent intervention in the Security Council; “We do not have individual liberty, if women cannot decide for themselves; we do not have democracy, if women cannot participate; we do not respect human rights, if women’s rights are not respected; and there is no rule of law if women do not have access to justice.”
We also share a commitment to end sexual and gender based violence in conflict and post-conflict and to strengthen NATO-led operations ability to prevent and respond to sexual and gender based violence in conflict and post-conflict, in accordance with relevant UNSC Resolutions and UN declarations, including the declaration to end sexual violence in conflict, endorsed by all NATO allies at the UN in New York in September this year. 

We recognize the achievements made on women, peace and security since the Chicago Summit, including the Review of the Practical Implications of UNSCR 1325 for the Conduct of NATO-led Operations and Missions, the adoption of a Way Ahead for the recommendations of the review and the Implementation Plan as well as the results highlighted in the First Progress Report from the Special Representative. 
Even though much has been achieved, NATO still has a way to go to fully implement UNSCR 1325 and related resolutions as Heads of States and Governments committed to in the Chicago Declaration. We wish to convey our continued support for this on-going work.
The integration of a gender perspective into the planning for the Resolute Support Mission and its future conduct will require particular attention. Strengthening the position of women within the Afghan National Security Forces will be key, as well as a strong awareness within the ANSF on its responsibility towards issues of women, peace and security. 
We encourage you to take advantage of every opportunity to communicate NATO’s strong commitment to UNSCR 1325 and related resolutions, in particular in connection with relevant NATO efforts, as well as national and international events.

The Women, Peace and Security agenda should be included in all relevant areas of the preparatory work for the upcoming Summit in 2014. We see that the relevant Security Council resolutions apply to each of NATOs three essential core tasks; collective defence, crisis management and cooperative security. 
Our common ambition is to streamline NATO’s policy framework for the implementation of UNSCR 1325, related resolutions and the Declaration of Commitment to End Sexual Violence to one comprehensible, simplified, communicable and achievable policy to be endorsed by Heads of States and Government at the NATO summit in 2014. We suggest a tasking to the Deputies Committee to advise on how to develop this, including the incorporation of partners. This work could be endorsed by Foreign Ministers at their upcoming meeting in December, and progress could be reported to Foreign Ministers next spring.
Yours sincerely,
H.E. Ambassador Rudy Huygelen
Permanent Representative of Belgium on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Mariot Leslie
Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Vegard Ellefsen
Permanent Representative of Norway on the North Atlantic Council
H.E. Ambassador Lauri Lepik
Permanent Representative of Estonia on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Boris Grigić
Permanent Representative of Croatia on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Gabriele Checchia
Permanent Representative of Italy on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Anna Jóhannsdóttir
Permanent Representative of Iceland on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Douglas Lute
Permanent Representative of the United States of America on the North Atlantic Council

H.E. Ambassador Marjanne de Kwaasteniet
Permanent Representative of the Netherlands on the North Atlantic Council
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