To: General Knud Bartels, Chairman of the Military Committee, NATO

Subject: Georgian Armed Forces Involvement in NATO Response Force 2015

Ref: A. MC+GEO (on CHODs level) at NATO HQ on 14 May 2013 – Formal announcement by the GEO CHOD for GEO’s willingness to join NRF 15

B.MCM-0012-2010, Military Implementation of the framework for Partner Involvement in the NATO Response Force, 10 Feb. 2010

C. EAPC(C) D (2006)0036, Framework for Partner Involvement in the NRF, 16 Nov 2006
Dear General,

First of all, I would like to underline that we highly value mil-to-mil cooperation with the Alliance which definitely contributes to rising NATO interoperability of the Georgian Armed Forces. The support of the ACO (SHAPE) bears significant importance and is essential to achieve success in the process.
As you are aware, Georgian Government has declared the 1st Light Infantry Company of the 1st Infantry Brigade of the Georgian Armed Forces for Operational Capability Concept (OCC) Evaluation and Feedback Programme (E&F) with the aim to join NATO Response Forces. 

We do acknowledge the time limitations for joining NRF 2015 despite the fast track we have undertaken for OCC planning process. Though, rich experience of the company and successful participation in ISAF mission give us solid ground to be optimistic about implementation of separate NRF certification process that is to be duly approved by NAC.
Having the consideration of all the above-mentioned, we kindly ask you to facilitate the NAC approval for the 1st Light Infantry Company’s participation in NRF 2015 and ensure that appropriate certification process is initiated upon the positive decision from NAC.

Pending the NAC approval on NRF participation, the MOD of Georgia will proceed with further planning and execution process within OCC programme in close coordination with NATO relevant bodies and/or Allied countries involved.
Looking forward to our enhanced cooperation let me assure you, dear General, of my highest consideration and esteem.
Sincerely,

Colonel Irakli Dzneladze
Chief of Joint Staff of Georgian Armed Forces
