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TRADE POLICY REVIEW BODY

Report to the TPRB on Trade-Related Developments


In preparation for the next series of trade monitoring reports, I would like to invite all delegations to provide the WTO Secretariat (Mr Peter Pedersen, contact details above) with information on all trade and trade-related measures taken between mid-October 2016 and mid‑May 2017, with an indication, in the case of goods trade, of the HS Codes of the products concerned. In the area of services trade, delegations are invited to provide information on changes to – or the introduction of new – measures affecting access to markets (in individual service sectors, in all sectors, and/or modes of supply) and conditions of operation of foreign service suppliers. As mentioned by several delegations at trade monitoring meetings over the past year, the provision of information on, and the coverage of, general economic support measures remains uneven. As a result, Members are strongly encouraged to provide information on general economic support measures, including industry‑specific assistance, granted or withdrawn during this period.  In cases where measures were already notified to the WTO, please simply refer to the document number.  

Your inputs are essential in assisting the Secretariat to prepare the Trade Monitoring Reports (WTO-wide and G20) in the most accurate and comprehensive manner.  It would be appreciated if your inputs could be received by Friday, 21 April 2017 at the latest in order to allow the Secretariat to return the relevant country-specific tables for your verification shortly thereafter. Measures taken between 21 April and mid-May 2017 will be covered during the verification process.

Attached is an illustrative list of measures (restrictive or facilitating) affecting trade in goods, services sectors and modes of supply, general economic support measures and intellectual property covered by the Trade Monitoring Reports. Following the outcomes of the TPRM Appraisal in 2016, and with the objective of ensuring consistency in the format and length of information provided by Members, the attached suggested template is provided for submitting inputs on trade measures. Members are also encouraged to provide information on trade concerns raised in formal meetings of WTO bodies (other than the SPS and TBT Committees). 


I would like to recall that the purpose of this exercise, as stated in the TPRM mandate in Annex 3 of the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the WTO, is to achieve greater transparency in, and understanding of, Members' trade and trade‑related policies and measures.  It is not intended to serve as a basis for the enforcement of obligations under WTO Agreements, nor for dispute settlement purposes, or to impose new policy commitments on Members.


Finally, I would like to encourage Group Coordinators to take advantage of the outreach programme offered by the Secretariat to brief groups, upon demand, on the trade monitoring effort so as to further facilitate the participation of more countries in this exercise.












Roberto Azevêdo

ILLUSTRATIVE LIST OF MEASURES (RESTRICTIVE OR FACILITATING) COVERED BY THE TRADE MONITORING REPORTS

Trade and trade-related measures

(Changes made during the period covered by the report)

TRADE IN GOODS

Import

· Import tariffs.

· Other fees, charges, and taxes affecting imported products only.

· Import licensing requirements (automatic or non-automatic).

· Import price reference values.

· Quantitative restrictions (quota, ban).

Export

· Export tariffs.

· Other fees, charges, and taxes affecting exports.

· Export price reference values.

· Export licensing requirements (automatic or non-automatic).

· Quantitative restrictions (quota, ban).

Trade Remedy

· Initiation of trade remedy investigation (anti-dumping, countervailing, safeguard).

· Termination of trade remedy investigation (anti-dumping, countervailing, safeguard).

· Terminations of trade remedy duties (provisional and/or definitive).

Other

· Measures implemented in the context of the Trade Facilitation Agreement.
· Rules and formalities in connection with importation or exportation.

· Government procurement regulations (e.g. to establish national preferences or buy-national rules).

· Laws and regulations relating to pre-shipment inspection activities.

· Establishing or dismantling of State trading enterprises, marketing boards.

· Trade-related investment measures such as local content requirements.

· Non-preferential and unilateral preferential rules of origin.

· Subsidies which operate directly or indirectly to increase exports of any product, or to reduce imports of any product.

TRADE IN SERVICES

Services sectors and modes of supply covered in previous reports

· Audio-visual services, construction services, cultural and recreational services, distribution (retail and wholesale), education services, financial services, health care services, maritime services, postal and courier services, professional services, telecommunications.
· Commercial presence of foreign service suppliers (mode 3).

· Temporary movement of natural persons supplying services (mode 4).
GENERAL ECONOMIC SUPPORT
Stimulus packages

· 
Stimulus packages, state aid.

· 
Dedicated financial aid/support to specific sectors or any sector-specific incentives.

· 
Other loans, loan guarantees, transfers, preferential credit lines.

· 
Investment insurance, export credit/insurance.

· 
Tax reductions/rebates.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

Policies
· New developments or changes to existing policies in the area of trade related aspects of intellectual property rights.
Suggested templates for submitting information on trade and trade-related measures
Import related measures

Example

	Measure
	Source
	Dates
	HS Codes 

	[Reduction] [Increase] [Elimination] on [date] of import tariffs [from x% to x%] on [x product(s)] 
	Name and serial number of the legislation
	[Implementation] [Expiration]

date
	HS Codes (at 8 digit level)


Export related measures

Example

	Measure
	Source
	Dates
	HS Codes

	[Reduction] [Increase] [Elimination] on [date] of export duties [from x% to x%] on [x product(s)]
	Name and serial number of the legislation
	[Implementation] [Expiration]

date
	HS Codes (at 8 digit level)


Trade remedy measures

Example of anti-dumping and countervailing

	Measure
	Source
	Date
	HS Codes 

	[Initiation] [Termination] on [date] of anti‑dumping/countervailing investigation on imports of xx product(s) from xx country(ies)
	Name and serial number of the legislation
	[Initiation] [Termination] date
	HS Codes (at 8 digit level)


Example of safeguard 

	Measure
	Source
	Date
	HS Codes 

	[Initiation] [Termination] on [date] of safeguard investigation on imports of [product(s)]


	Name and serial number of the legislation
	[Initiation] [Termination] date
	HS Codes (at 8 digit level)


General economic support measures

Example

	Measure
	Source
	Date

	[Aid] [Support] [Subsidy] [Programme] [Initiative] [Scheme] indicating details of funds allocated and sector(s) and product(s) covered
	Name and serial number of the legislation
	[Initiation] [Termination] date


Policy developments in trade in services
Example

	Measure
	Mode(s) of Supply
	Sectoral Classification
	Source
	Date

	[Brief description of measure introduced (key points)] 
	(Modes of supply affected by the measure)
	(Identification of the sector pursuant to the Services Sectoral Classification (MTN.GNS/W/120))
	Name and serial number of the legislation
	[Initiation] [Termination] date


Policy developments in trade in intellectual property rights

Example

	IP-related initiatives 
	Source
	Date

	[Policy, programme or measure concerning the trade dimension of IP]
	[Responsible entity]
	[Initiation] [Termination] date


Note: The above represents suggested templates which delegations may find helpful in submitting information on trade and trade-related measures. However, Members are encouraged to submit information on such measures even if the information available does not strictly follow the suggested templates. 
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