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Excellency,

On behalf of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Affairs (MoHLSA) of Georgia I address sincere compliments to the WHO Regional Office for Europe and, with reference to Joint External Evaluation (JEE) of International Health Regulation (2005) on “Strengthening Health Security” implementation, I am pleased to communicate on our willingness to conduct it in the first half of 2019.
Building on cross-cutting inter-governmental and inter-sectorial approach, Georgia invested substantial efforts for implementation of the International Health Regulation (IHR) 2005.
MoHLSA is ready to conduct an external evaluation of the status and progress achieved under the IHR, aimed at providing full alignment with IHR provisions and maintenance of IHR core capacities for prevention, protection, control and appropriate response to public health threats and emergencies of international concern. The findings and recommendations of the external assessment will contribute to future work, planning, raising to a higher level of the preparedness and core capacities’ development in Georgia.

The National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC), in its capacity as the institutional IHR National Focal Point, will provide necessary technical support in conducting this assessment.

In this context, I have pleasure to inform you on the availability of Dr. Amiran Gamkrelidze, Director General of the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (a.gamkrelidze@ncdc.ge ) and Ms. Ana Kasradze, Head of Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Division at NCDC (a.kasradze@ncdc.ge; anakasradze@gmail.com) in charge of Public Health issues, to perform this activity.

I avail myself of this opportunity, Dr. Zsuzsanna Jakab, to assure you of my highest consideration.

Faithfully,
Minister				David Sergeenko
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