Meeting of the ISAF Contributor Nations at the level of Ministers of Defence

NATO HQ, Brussels
February 26, 2014
Dear Secretary-General,

Dear Colleagues,

It is my great pleasure to meet you in this format and exchange views on Afghanistan.

Over the last decade, the international community, NATO and its allies in the first place, have heavily invested in sustainable development of Afghanistan and supported the country to build a professional corps of security forces, which will be a major guarantor of stability and security in long run. 
Today, we can look in the future with a feeling of prudent confidence. 
We heard encouraging briefings from my dear colleague Minister Mohammadi on the ongoing preparations for the elections. We all agreed that timely, transparent and credible elections will be vital for Afghanistan’s future and we are confident that the Afghan forces will be capable of securing these elections.
Furthermore, at the end of 2014, the Afghan forces will be responsible for security across their country. This will mark a yet another turning point in the history of Afghanistan’s. The Afghan people will be fully responsible for their country’s freedom and prosperity. But they will not stand alone, our commitment to our partnership with the Afghan people beyond 2014, remains strong. 
The new Training, Advising and Assistance mission that will be launched in 2015 is vivid demonstration of a long-term commitment and active engagement by the international community, NATO and partner countries that have already demonstrated their willingness to contribute to it.  
On our part, as a largest non-NATO and per capita troop contributor of the mission, we will continue to fulfill our commitments to the ISAF mission with the current level of engagement till the end of 2014 as we share the coalition principle “in together, out together”. 
 Furthermore, we will continue assisting the Alliance in strengthening the security of Afghanistan beyond 2014 (We are ready to provide a battalion-size unit for new Training, Advise and Assist Mission. From 2015 up to 750 Georgian soldiers will help to sustain our common success in Afghanistan).
Apart to multilateral format, we are working with our Afghan counterparts to frame bilateral defence cooperation in order to assist Afghan Armed Forces capability development. 
In this regard, we welcome the completion of the Bilateral Security Agreement between the Governments of the United States and Afghanistan and hope that this agreement will be signed shortly.  We are also looking forward of the signing the NATO SOFA, which we consider the principal legal framework for the presence of our forces beyond 2014. 
At the end, let me reaffirm our readiness to provide coalition forces with the transit route and infrastructure through the Georgian territory to ensure smooth reverse transit of the ISAF forces and cargoes from Afghanistan. 

