IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROTOCOL
OF THE EIGHT SESSION OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMISSION FOR TRADE-ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN GEORGIA AND THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA


November 27, 2017 in Tbilisi
	Issue
	Responsible authority 
	Status of Implementation by the Georgian Side

	Reviewing the Current Situation and Future Prospects of both Countries’ Economy

	Cooperation in the field of Trade

	Both Sides agreed that further efforts should be exerted in order to expand bilateral trade, in particular to promote exports of Georgian  products  to China and to improve the proportion of high value-added products such as mechanical and electrical equipment in bilateral trade. For this purpose, both Sides expressed their willingness to further support information exchange, organize national and international fairs, economic conferences, seminars, trade promotion activities such as the exchange of business delegations, as well as to encourage trade-economic  relations between those business oriented entities which operate in two countries in full conformity with their national legislation.
Both Sides agreed to support the promotion of exports of Georgian products including wines, spirits, mineral waters, dairy products and non-alcoholic drinks 10 the Chinese market on the basis of market orientation, also to exchange information regarding product conformity assessment procedures where necessary.
The Commission suggests that the relevant authorities of two Sides will start consultations on Chinese import tariffs reduction for the Georgian wine and wine products according to the WTO rules and internationally accepted other trade arrangements.
The Chinese Side expressed its readiness to coordinate relative trade and industry associations to help Georgian Side enhance market promotion degree. The Chinese side will provide information to the Georgian Side and relevant authorities about national and international fairs held in China and support the participation of Georgian products at national and international fairs held in China. Additionally, the Chinese Side will assist in organizing Chinese trade missions for the purpose of exploring Georgian market export opportunities.
	
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development
Department of Foreign Trade


LEPL Enterprise Georgia

Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI)



	

	Cooperation in the field of Investments

	The Commission positively commented on signing of the Association Agreement (AA), including Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (DCFTA) between Georgia and the EU , on June 27, 2014 in Brussels and noted that both Sides should make use of this opportunity in order to further expand investment cooperation in the fields of agriculture, energy, manufacturing, real estate, telecommunications, mineral resources development, logistics and infrastructure.
The Georgian Side welcomed  Chinese enterprises in Georgia and expressed its readiness to facilitate their investment activity in different fields.
In order to further  extend  the mutual  support  in the field  of investments, the both  Sides proposed  the following activities:
· Organizing business tours in Georgia and China for potential  investors in order to intensify relations between business communities in  both countries;

· Organizing investment forum in Georgia and in China;
· Establishing  contacts  and  exchanging information  about  investment  opportunities  and  projects  with proposed Business Associations and Chambers of Commerce of the both countries.
	Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development
Department of Foreign Trade


LEPL Enterprise Georgia

Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI)


	

	Cooperation in the field of Infrastructure

	         Both Sides agreed to encourage Chinese enterprises to participate in international bidding of the highway, railway electrification, bridge, municipal construction, power transmission and transformation and power plant renovation projects Both Sides welcomed participation of Chinese enterprises in the contracted projects including the Tbilisi Railway Bypass project, Railway Modernization Project, E60 Highway Project.
	
Ministry of Regional Development and Infrastructure

	

	Cooperation in the field of Agriculture

	
Both Sides agreed to encourage enterprises of both countries to promote the development of the full industry chain of production, supply and marketing and to explore cooperation in the agricultural sector including:
· agricultural machinery manufacturing;

· winery management;

· vegetable cultivation;

· processing of agricultural products;

· organic farming;

· fishing and aquaculture;

· agricultural cooperatives.

	
Ministry of Agriculture
	

	The Commission discussed the issues of economic and technical cooperation between  the  two governments under the aid gratis provided by the Chinese Side. Both Sides agreed to actively promote the follow-up work of the Vegetable Cultivation Technical Cooperation Project and the Agricultural Machinery Project. The Chinese Side will continue to hold various seminars and technical trainings for Georgian officials in order to strengthen the experience exchange and personnel training.
	Ministry of Agriculture
	

	Cooperation in the field of Transport

	Both Sides reiterated their interest and support towards the development of transport links from China via Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan to  Georgia  and  further  to  Europe.  The  Sides  also  discussed  possibility  for redirecting some container cargo flows to the transport corridor connecting Asia to Europe through Caspian-Black Sea corridor.
In this  context,  Georgian  side  informed  their  counterparts  about  recent  activities  of  "Trans Caucasus Terminals LLC" (full subsidiary of JSC "Georgian Railways"):
· Block train on Poti-Baku section since July 15 - reduced transportation time for central Asia by 30%;

· Signed agreement with port of Galati - regular container ship will be appointed between Galati and

Poti;

· Purchased Containers for own container park;

· Poti terminal upgrade - standard and oversized cargo service, load  in containers or railway carriages and dispatch to Central Asia.

Both Sides agreed to actively support companies of both countries to explore cooperation opportunities in international transportation and  logistics through the expansion of rail transportation and the construction of Industrial Logistics Park under the framework of the construction of the ·'Silk Road Economic Belt".
Both Sides agreed to study the possibility of increase of the flights between Tbilisi and Urumqi and the possibility of opening direct flights between Tbilisi and Beijing or other Chinese  cities.
Both sides agreed to sign an undertaking "On Mutual Recognition of Certificates Pursuant to Regulation 1/1O of             International  Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watch keeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended".
The Commission suggests that relevant  authorities of two Sides establish consultations on strengthening cooperation on Eurasian transport corridor in order to create favorable conditions on bilateral trade and transit goods of countries of the Eurasian region.

	
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Transport and Logistics Development Policy Department
	

	Cooperation in the field of Communication, Information Technologies and Innovations

	Both Sides agreed to continue further development of cooperation in the field of ICT. The Georgian Side suggested to working on the following directions:
· Exchange experience and strengthen cooperation in software development;
· Exchange experience  in the area of IT innovations  and share experience  from the Chinese Side in establishment of technology parks;
· Identify prospects of establishment of the regional data centers, grid and cloud computing in Georgia;

· Collaborate  in terms of  Europe-Asia  fiber-optic cable backbones construction;

Promote establishment of !CT companies' representative  offices in each others' territories for regional activities
	

Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Telecommunications, Information and Modern Technologies Department                                          
                                                  Georgia’s Innovation and Technology Agency
    
	· 

	Cooperation in the field of Energy

	Both Sides noted that cooperation in power sector between Georgia and China has great potential. Both Sides agreed to combine with investment opportunities in the field of natural resources in Georgia to study a variety of cooperation, continue to encourage Chinese companies to invest in hydropower development projects in Georgia and actively explore the cooperat ion opportunities in the supply of generator sets, power transmission and transformation equipment. The Georgian Side will promote Chinese investments in energy sector of Georgia.
The  Georgian Side expressed its interest in sharing experience of the People's Republic of China in exploration of a shale oil and gas field.
	Ministry of Energy
	

	Cooperation in the field of Tourism

	Both sides highlighted the importance of tourism sector for their countries and underlined the willingness to strengthen further bilateral cooperation in this field. Herewith, tourism authorities of the both Sides are interested in exchanging information on tourism statistics and trends, as well as organizing press and familiarization trips for the representatives of media and travel industry. It is also deemed important to conduct presentations for the operators on each country's tourism potential.
Both sides expressed readiness to:
Support the participation of travel companies and agencies in travel fairs organized by the two sides;
Enhance cooperation between tour operators and travel agencies;

Discuss the possibility  of providing short-term training courses for the representatives of the tourism industry.

	
Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development

Georgian Tourism Administration
	

	Cooperation in the field of Customs

	Georgian side expressed its gratitude to the Government of People's Republic of China  for providing Georgian Customs with several X-ray scanners.
Both Sides underlined the importance of the Agreement between the Customs Committee of the Republic of Georgia and the Customs Administration of the People's Republic of China on Cooperation and Mutual Assistance, signed in 1993.
However, the Georgian  Side expressed  its interest to conclude an Agreement  on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters between the Government of Georgia the Government of the People's  Republic of China with the objective to establish relevant legal instrument needed for proper application of the Customs law, comparative  analysis  of  prospectively  exchanged  information,  prevention,  investigation  and  combating of Customs  offences  and  to ensure  the  security  of  the  international  trade  supply,  considering  increased  trade turnover between Georgia and China. In this regard, the Georgian Side will provide the draft of the Agreement.
The Chinese Side expressed its willingness to give due consideration to this draft Agreement.
	
LEPL Revenue Service
	

	Cooperation in the field of Statistics

	Both Sides agreed to explore  the  possibilities of  sharing  external  trade  statistics  data  between  Georgia  and China  by  4 digit  levels  according to  the  HS  2012  classification  on  a  quarterly  basis.  Also  to  share  statistical  data on Foreign Direct Investments between  Georgia  and  Chin a  and  list  of  Chinese  companies  operated  in  Georgia regarding   direct   investments.
	
National Statistics Office of Georgia-GEOSTAT


	

	Cooperation in the field of Intellectual Property

	Both Sides agreed to cooperate in the field of Intellectual Prope1ty and take all necessary measures to safeguard the interests of each other. The Sides acknowledged the importance of mutual recognition and protection of Geographical indications and  agreed to make joint efforts in this regard. The Georgian Side emphasized the importance of the Georgian pending    applications submitted to the Trademark Office of China.
Both Sides agreed to consider the applications of the Geographical  Indications of the other Side in accordance with laws and regulations in a timely manner.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgian Intellectual Property National Center “SAKPATENTI”
	

	Other Businesses

	Georgian side informed the Chinese side that the unresolved issue between one of the leading commercial banks of Georgia and Industrial and Commercial Bank of China is negatively effecting the business operations of Chinese companies on the Georgian market.
         Georgian side underlined the importance of timely settlement of the the proceedings and encouraged Chinese side to find amicable solution based on the decision #338 made by ICC International Center for Expertise on September,  19, 2014.
The Chinese Side believes that under the framework of Chinese, Georgian and international law, proper settlement of business disputes creates favorable conditions for Chinese and Georgian investments in their respective countries.
	
LEPL Enterprise Georgia

Georgian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (GCCI)
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