Talking Points for the meeting with the Minister of Defence of the Republic of Poland, Mr. Tomasz SIEMONIAK
It is my pleasure to meet you. First of all I would like to express our sincere gratitude for political and practical support provided to Georgia by the Republic of Poland for many years. Hereby, I would like to underline the importance of EUMM mission on the ground and express appreciation for your participation (21 persons). 
Georgia’s path to NATO is irreversible. Therefore, we firmly continue implementation of defense reforms to support the integration process and are strongly committed to Euro-Atlantic security.
Cooperation directions

We attach great importance to defense cooperation between our countries and would like to further deepen it for mutual benefits. In order to explore the prospect of defence cooperation as well as to discuss the issues of common concern I would like to renew our invitation to visit Georgia at any time convenient to you.
I would like to express sincere gratitude for educational opportunities offered by the Polish Ministry of Defense. Experience provided in different fields by your side well contributes to defence reform process and is highly appreciated.
 
 

I would like to underline the importance of the partnership among our defence education institutions. We highly value the cooperation and hope to develop it further.
  

We appreciate Polish military personnel participating in mountain trainings at Mountain Training School of Sachkhere (that holds the PfP status) and hope they benefit from it. We are pleased to offer more slots in 2013.
 

We would like to renew cooperation with Poland in military-technical field. In this respect expert consultations included in bilateral plan is important and hope we would reach some tangible results.
 

ISAF

As you are aware Georgia is strongly committed to fulfill its international obligations in ISAF and will keep its military contingent there until the end of the operation. Besides combat engagement government of Georgia is currently exploring directions of potential non- combat and non-military contribution to Afghan people in post ISAF period. 

We stand ready to expand our transit role (land, sea and air transit routes) based on needs of ISAF Mission. Some European countries (Norway, Sweden) already expressed interest in Georgia’s transit potential and their expert teams are periodically visiting Georgia to access our host nation support capabilities.
� English language, Tactical and Operational courses; Experts meetings on PSYOPS and military law issues.


� In 2011 Polish side offered participation in Polish led international MP battalion. Adviser to the Minister General Pacek visited Georgia and briefed us on possible cooperation.  Minister of Defence of Georgia officially expressed readiness to contribute to the battalion by one MP platoon. Since then no further discussions and any decision have been made due to reluctance of Georgian side.


� In June, 2012 an MOU has been concluded with Polish National Defence University


� Up to now 3 Polish representatives have attended mountain training courses in Sachkhere; one graduated recently the winter intermediate course (15.02.13).


� GAF is equipped with Polish produced Man-portable Air-defense system GROM; Starting from 2010 on the basis of bilateral cooperation plan were conducted experts meetings on military-technical issues (anti-tank and air defense systems).








