Talking points for the meeting of the Minister of Defence of Georgia, Mrs. Tinatin Khidasheli with the Minister of Defence of Ukraine, General Stepan Poltorak

 (June 15, 2016)
Key messages

1. Gratitude for political support;
1. Overview the security situation in Georgia: creeping occupation and signing Treaties with Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region;
1. Condemn Russia’s action in Ukraine;
1. Underline Georgia’s contribution to the international operations;
1. Underline importance of enhancing Bilateral Defence cooperation.

Bilateral Defence Cooperation
· Current Bilateral Military Cooperation Plan includes following spheres:
· Visits of high-rank officials[footnoteRef:1]; [1:  Visits of the Minister of Defence of Georgia and the Chief of general Staff of Georgia to Ukraine are planned in 2016 and visit of Air Force Commander of Ukraine is planned in Georgia.] 

· Experience sharing between military intelligence services (will be held in September-October - in Georgia/Ukraine);
· Experience sharing between strategic planning services (implemented - in Ukraine);
· Experience sharing on medical issues (not conducted yet - in Georgia/Ukraine);
· Experience sharing between legal experts (not conducted yet - in Georgia);
· Experience sharing between financial experts (will be held in November - in Georgia);
· Introductory visit of GEO delegation on cyber-security issues (implemented  - in Ukraine);
· Visit of GEO delegation for experience sharing on military education system regarding  anti-tank and air defence issues (not conducted yet - in Ukraine);
· Visit of GEO experts for experience sharing on codification issues (not conducted yet - in Ukraine);
· Bilateral Visits of National Guard delegations (not conducted yet - in Georgia/Ukraine);
· Preparation of Ukrainian militaries for NCO and MDMP programs (not conducted yet - in Georgia);
· Rehabilitation of wounded Ukrainian militaries in Tserovani Rehabilitation Centre (since 2015, 42 wounded militaries participated in 4 rehabilitation courses; fifth course will start on June 20 – with 9 militaries). 

Request - facilitation to conduct Georgian military experts visit to Ukraine to get information and analyze practical data from the Russia-Ukrainian conflict - not included in MCP 2016 but initial agreement is reached to conduct it in the second half of 2016. .

Underline importance of joint exercises planned in Georgia and Ukraine for 2016;[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Exercise “SEA BREEZE 16” is planned for autumn in Ukraine (up to 12 militaries from Georgian side).  Exercise “RAPID TRIDENT 2016” is planned in October in Ukraine; also common training for “JCATS” systems is planned in Georgia for the 2nd half of 2016.] 


Welcome Ukrainian participation in various courses held in Sachkhere Mountain Training School. Georgian side is ready to continue training of the Ukrainian militaries in the School.[footnoteRef:3]    [3:  Since 2007, 71 Ukrainian soldiers have been trained on various courses.] 



NATO-Georgia cooperation
· Georgia continues active use of all existing tools with NATO, that will further advance membership preparations;
· Substantial NATO-Georgia Package (SNGP) has become a key mechanism to enhance this process;
· SNGP fully complements the defence transformation objectives and will greatly assist the long-term GAF reform objectives; 
· Implementation of SNGP is progressing well, however active engagement of Allies and partners in terms of human and material resources are required to maintain the progress achieved and further advance the process. 
· Affiliation of JTEC to the NATO Command Structure and set up of a formal relations by DIB School with the NATO educational institutions is very important for Georgia, both will facilitate to conduct a joint activities (potentially NATO accredited courses and trainings) and to enhance presence of permanent NATO/Allied representatives in the country.
· In the view of Warsaw Summit preparations, we remain hopeful for the Allies to stand by the December Ministerial tasking on NATO’s open Door policy and work closely with Georgia that would result into concrete, tangible deliverables in terms of high-level political support and increased defence cooperation for development of Georgia’s deterrence capabilities. 
RSM/NRF:   
· Georgia is deploying up-to 900 personnel to RSM, making us the largest troop contributor nation after United States.[footnoteRef:4] We had commitment to stay in Afghanistan till the end of 2016 but most probably will prolong this participation.  [4:  We are deploying a battalion size unit under the US command:
- 512PAX with Force Protection Mission and 45PAX for Quick Reaction in Bagram until 2016 ensuring the Airport security;
- 170PAX in Kabul with the mission to protect RSM HQ until the end of 2016;
130PAX under German command in Mazar‐e‐Shariff until the end of 2016 (Quick Reaction unit);
2 staff officers were deployed under the Turkish contingent in Kabul on January] 

· Furthermore, from 2015 to 2017 we contribute to NATO response Forces (NRF) with one Infantry Company. We plan to continue our NRF engagement beyond 2017.
EU cooperation
· The Georgian government remains firmly committed to ever-closer relations with the EU. 
· Georgia is making steady progress in implementing the Association Agreement (AA) and the DCFTA. 
· In the current geopolitical environment which is both challenging and changing the stronger political engagement of the EU in the region and particularly in Georgia is a key.
· The presence of EUMM plays a role in Georgia’s fragile security as it is the direct source of reliable information for European Capitals.  
We pay particular importance to participation in the EU crisis management operations under the CSDP[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Immediate Reaction Team of 5 PAX as (IRT) to EUMAM RCA , one officer on Liaison Officer’s position in the EUTM-Mali Mission , MOD civil servant (HR expert) was deployed to the EU Advisory (civilian) Mission in Ukraine (EUAM Ukraine) from September, 2015 to May, 2016. 
] 
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Minister of Defense of Ukraine
He was born on February 11, 1965, in Vesela Dolyna village, Tarutynsk region, Odesa Oblast.
Education:
1982 — he finished Vesela Dolyna Secondary School;
1987 — he graduated from S.M.Kirova Higher Military Command School;
1997 — he graduated from Military Academy of the Armed Forces of Ukraine;
Candidate of Science, Professor;
Honorable Citizen of Kharkiv City.
Carrier:
He joined the army in August 1983.
He served as: leading officer of platoon, company, chief of staff of battalion, commanding officer of battalion, regiment, brigade, chief of staff of division.
He was Chief of Directorate for Combat and Special Training of Internal Forces of the Ministry of Interior of Ukraine in March 2002 when he was appointed as the Chief of Academy of Internal Forces of the Ministry of Interior of Ukraine.
On February 28, 2014 — by the Presidential Decree of Ukraine No. 171/2014 he was appointed as the Commander of Internal Forces of the Ministry of Interior of Ukraine.
On April 15, 2014 — Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine appointed Stepan Poltorak as the Commander of the National Guard of Ukraine.
On October 14, 2014 — Verkhovna Rada appointed Colonel General Stepan Poltorak as the Minister of Defense of Ukraine.
On December 2, 2014 — he was appointed as the Minister of Defense of Ukraine by Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of new convocation.
His merits and awards include:
Order Bohdan Khmelnytsky, 3rd degree,
Medal For Combat Merits,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Medal For Impeccable Service, 3rd degree.
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