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Major changes in the assessment methodology were approved at the end of the December 2014. The new methodology is focused on new easily verifiable and potentially income generating items; (income, salary, land, car, another apartment/house). Previously used variables such as household appliances (refrigerator, heater, stove, TV etc) do not influence the score. Subjective assessment of the social agent doesn’t impact the score anymore as in previous methodologies. The methodology also takes into consideration family needs, such as persons with disabilities, persons suffering with chronic disease, children, elderly etc.. Additional child benefit was introduced for children under 16. The new methodology has differentiated system of cash benefit that is based on the score that shows level of vulnerability.
Reassessment of all beneficiaries was complete in August 2017.  New methodology changed composition of the eligible households; more households with children are eligible to receive benefits. 
The structure (amount) of benefit has also changed and is based on the scoring, lower the score more vulnerable the household is therefore, they receive more cash benefit. 
Couple of new changes were introduced to the system: 
· conditionality for workable household members to get registered on Worknet (When they register they are able to receive all the information about the vacancies and will be able to receive support from Social service agency if needed) 
· a waiver not to declare small income to Social Service Agency (they don’t need to declare 150 Gel per household member per months, previously, they would be taken off registration and would be restricted to get assessed for one year).  
· Due to the increase in prices for gas and electricity and also increase in Subsistence minimum (calculated by Geostat) changes were approved to the methodology of calculating the scores, which will enable the system to better cover those in need.  

As of May 2018 12% of the population receives TSA, out of which 33% are children (under18) and 55% women. 
Social Services
Development of social services for the most vulnerable people (people with disabilities, children lacking parental care, victims of domestic violence and elderly) has been high on the agenda for last couple of years. 
Ministry with its executive bodies and partners has been working on expanding and developing new services in the regions and partnering with professionals to develop and refine standards in order to provide quality services and support.
Changes in legal framework such as new law on adoption and foster care, amendments to the law on social assistance and government decree on child protection referral procedures redefined the system to better respond to the best interest of a child. 
