




Protocol
of the 6th Session of the Joint Intergovernmental Commission for 
Economic Cooperation 
between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Georgia
October 9-10, 2017, Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia


The 6th session of the Joint Intergovernmental Commission for the Economic Cooperation between the Islamic Republic of Iran and Georgia, hereinafter referred to as the “Joint Commission”, was held in Tbilisi, Republic of Georgia, on 17-18 Mehr 1396 corresponding October 9-10, 2017.
The Iranian delegation was presided by H.E Dr. Ali Rabiei, Minister of Cooperatives, Labour and Social Welfare of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Georgian delegation was presided by H.E Mr. Giorgi Gakharia, Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development of Georgia.   
During his visit to the Republic of Georgia, the head of the Iranian delegation met with the Georgian officials and discussed the issues of mutual interests. They also emphasized the importance of the Joint Intergovernmental Commission to achieve common goals and to strengthen bilateral relations.
The talks proceeded in an atmosphere of friendship and mutual understanding. Both sides reviewed the following areas of cooperation:

1. Cooperation in the field of Energy
A) Gas section
Both sides expressed their readiness to cooperate as followings:
· Export of Iran's natural gas to Georgia via Armenia.
· Making investments in and financing National Iranian Gas Company's future development projects.
· Export of equipment and spare parts from Iran to Georgia.
· Providing engineering and construction consulting services.
· Exchange of know- how in natural gas projects implementation and management.
· Exchange of information on natural gas industry regulations and standards.
· Export Iranian crude oil and oil products including gasoil, fuel oil and LPG to Georgia.
B) Oil section
· Swap refining products.
· Formation of a joint working group between NPC and Georgian side in order to get familiar with their financing experience in the Georgian petrochemical projects and also introduce the existing and the future opportunities for the investments in Iran's petrochemical industry.
· Negotiating and exploring the possibilities of cooperation with the Georgian side regarding production of catalysts, research on process methods in petrochemical industry, research on modern technologies, and also the sale of Petrochemical Research & Technology Company's produced and registered know-how and licenses. 
· Petrochemical Commercial Company(PCC), Parseh Petro Farhang Company and Persian Gulf Petrochemical Industries Commercial Company(PGPICC) are prepared to supply the petrochemical products required by the Republic of Georgia and also negotiate the possibilities of cooperation with Georgian side/sides regarding SWAP of petrochemical products.
· NPC International LTD.(NPCI) is prepared to negotiate with reputable Georgian companies the possibility of join cooperation or join investment in implementing or financing Iranian petrochemical projects
C) Power section
· Parties agreed to establish a joint working group in order to study the feasibility of electric communication and seasonal electricity exchange through third country. Upon introducing the members, the mentioned working group will be established within two months after signing this MOU. The venue of the first meeting will be in Tehran. 
· Ministry of Energy and Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Organization (SATBA) welcomes investments by Georgian parties in renewable energy power plants and will guarantee purchase of power generated through this for a period of 20 years with approved prices.  
· By setting up a joint bilateral technical committee, Thermal Power Plants Holding Company is ready to cooperate with Georgian party in transfer of know-how, thermal power plant rehabilitation and modernization, supply parts and equipment required by power plants, finance power plant projects, establish power plant repair and maintenance joint companies and conduct training courses on power plant subjects. 
· Ministry of Energy of the Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its readiness to the Georgian party to cooperate in research and feasibility study of hydropower potentials as well as preparing comprehensive plan, governance and management of large/small/micro hydropower plans, and hereby introduces Iran Water & Power Resources Development Company to this end. 

2. Cooperation in the field of Agriculture 
· For assuring the implementation of the agreements in the agriculture sector between the two countries, the two sides agreed on forming the agriculture working group.
· Both sides expressed their happiness over the conclusion of an MOU on plant production and quarantine in 2017 in Tehran, and emphasized on its implementation.
· Both side are ready to conclude an MOU on veterinary and animal health. In this regard Iranian side submitted a draft for surveying to the Georgian side.
· Both sides agreed on joint investment in dairy production based on goats’ milk with the private sector as the main axis.
· Both sides expressed their readiness for the transfer of technology for the establishment of pesticides formulation factories in Georgia.
· Considering the preparedness of companies of Iran for making investment and create agriculture production units in Georgia especially agronomy products such as animal food and oil plants, the Georgian side agreed to prepare the proper context for such activities.
· The Georgian side agreed to contribute to the participation of the Iranian private sectors in Georgia’s silk, sericulture and development of cooperation, especially in areas of the silkworm production, mulberry and technical knowledge.
· Both sides agreed to exchange knowledge and experiences about dual-purpose and beef cattle breeding, silkworm rearing and silk products and poultry and bee farming.
· Both sides expressed readiness to exchange corn and barley seeds between two sides by private sectors.
· The Iranian side proposed marketing cooperation and export of Iranian horticultural (fresh fruits, vegetable, dried fruits, medical herbs, saffron, mushroom and ornamental plants) to the Georgian side.
· Both sides expressed their readiness for carrying out joint research projects on green house products.
· The Iranian side expressed its preparedness for the export genetic materials including frozen semen and embryo belongs to large and small ruminant, dairy cattle heifers, poultry products and eggs and all kind of animal husbandry equipment to Georgia.
· Both sides agreed on the export of different kinds of animal husbandry equipments and the transfer of technology of the construction of animal feed factories from Iran.
· The Iranian side expressed its preparedness for the export of aquatic animals, technical-engineering helps regarding aquaculture and technical information exchange on fishing methods and management, which were welcomed by Georgian side.

3. Cooperation in the field of Transport 
Road Transportation:
· Both sides emphasized on implementing the Agreed Minutes of the 7th Joint Commission Meeting on International Road Transportation of Goods and Passengers between the two countries signed on 27 January, 2017 (8 Bahman, 1395) in Tbilisi, Georgia.
Rail Transportation:
· Both sides agreed to hold constant meetings in order to operate the new Persian Gold-Black Sea corridors well as providing the proposals and solutions for the further identification and development of above mentioned corridor.
Air Transportation:
· Considering the development occurring in the air transportation market between the two countries, the Civil Aviation Organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran announced its readiness to attend a bilateral meeting with the Georgian Civil Aviation Authorities aiming to update the bilateral MOU on Aeronautical Affairs within the last three months of 2017.
Maritime Transportation:
· Both parties emphasized on developing cooperation of  private sectors of the two countries in container and non- container terminal operations.
· Both parties expressed their willingness and welcomed joint investment of private sectors of the two countries in port hinterlands.
· Both parties emphasized on developing and facilitating transit cooperation and removal of obstacles between the two countries 

4. Cooperation in the field of Communication and IT
· The parties emphasized on full implementation of the MOU for cooperation in fields of Electronic Communication, Information Technologies and Post signed in Tehran on 22nd April 2017.


5. Cooperation in the field of Credit and Banking
· Central Banks of two countries agreed to conduct necessary actions and correspondences for establishment of correspondent banking relationships between each through opening accounts in agreed currencies.
· Both sides emphasized on the necessity of signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Banking Cooperation by esteemed Governors of central banks of the two countries. The draft if MOU has already been negotiated by the two Central Banks.
· Both sides agreed to notify their designated commercial banks for establishing bilateral correspondent banking relations within one month after signing this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).
· Both sides agreed to support banks of the Guest country for the establishment of branches, subsidiaries or representative offices in their respective countries.
· To enhance trade relation between Islamic Republic of Iran and Georgia, Export Development Bank of Iran expressed its readiness over extension of credit lines to Georgian banks for financing exports of Iranian goods and related services to such a country.
· Export Development Bank of Iran and Georgian party expressed their readiness over establishment of correspondence relations and rendering of bilateral banking services, aimed at promotion of banking co-operations between both countries.
· Tose’e Ta’avon Bank announces its readiness  to Establishment of correspondent banking relations with Georgian banks, Negotiations regarding Financing and credit lines in relation to designated projects by the two countries, doing monetary and banking transactions reached in the Joint Commission,  Cooperation and exchange of experience and training in International Banking 
· Export Guarantee Fund of Iran (EGFI) expresses its readiness to cover the credits to be extended by Iranian banks /exporters to Georgian banks/ buyers after carrying out the necessary assessment. 
· Bimeh Markazi Iran (Central Insurance of the Islamic Republic of Iran) declares its readiness to expand insurance cooperation within the framework of regulations in Iran and Georgia, in the fields of exchange of experience, technical training, reinsurance transactions, and providing grounds for establishing branches and agencies of insurance companies. 

6. Cooperation in the field of Trade
· Both sides agreed on exchange of trade and investment delegations and at the same time organizing trade meetings and seminars, in order to expand and developing mutual cooperation.
· Both sides agreed to participate in their international exhibitions and also in order to introduce their commercial potentials holding their boots on international Exhibitions. 
· The Parties agreed to exchange list of projects, statistics and trade information. 
· IKCO as the greatest ear manufacturer in Middle East is ready to export automobile to Georgia and equipping the police and public transport fleets of this country. It is suggested that, export of Iranian cars to Georgia be supported by both governments. 
· Iran small industries & industrial parks Org. (ISIPO) expresses its readiness to negotiate and formulate programs for exporting technical and engineering services,  feasibility study and establishment of industrial parks, technology parks, transferring experiences and technical knowledge about industrial clusters, holding seminars and training workshops in the fields of  development of small industries, establishment of NGOs and associations among private sector and providing facilities for export and import products of industrial companies through extension or implementation of MOU between both countries. 
· The Georgian sides while introducing their geographic conditions and advantages of industrial parks will also provide facilities for the working of Iranian industrialists.  
· ISIRI express its readiness and keenness to cooperation in the fields of standardization, Metrology and other related affairs with GEOSTM.
· With regards to the many legal privileges and incentives offered by the Iranian Free Trade-Industrial Zones to investors, the Iranian party expresses its interest and readiness to host Georgian investors willing to participate in various industrial, trade and service activities pertaining to the Iranian free zones’ relative advantages.
· Both parties emphasize on exchanging expertise in the development of the free trade, industrial and special economic zones as well as bilateral cooperation in this regard including organizing joint seminars, exhibitions and training workshops.
· The Iranian party expresses its readiness to hold and exhibition in Georgian the investment opportunities in the Iranian free trade, industrial and special economic zones.
 
7. Cooperation in the field of Customs 
· Two parties agreed to negotiate on the text proposed by the Iranian side concerning to the electronic exchange of customs data including cargo control and monitoring.
· Two parties declared their readiness to establish common training courses in order to extend more mutual customs relations.

8. Cooperation in the field of Investments
·  In order to enhance economic cooperation, both sides agreed to negotiate on MOU for establishing a Joint Investment Committee between the Organization for Investment, Economic and Technical Assistance of Iran (OIETAI) and Georgia Investment Promotion Agency.
· Both sides expressed the desire of their respective investors to participate in their investment projects of the two countries in all sectors. It was agreed that the Sides hold conferences to introduce mutual investment opportunities, with a focus on private sector.
· Both sides agreed to exchange investment delegations to share investment rules and regulations as well as investment opportunities for their respective investors on the territory of the other party.
· Both parties expressed their readiness for signing MOU of cooperation on fight against money laundering and financing of terrorism and the need to further expand cooperation and exchange of information.  
· Both parties expressed their desire to sign MOU on insurance cooperation.  
· Both parties expressed their willingness to negotiate and sign MOU on economic and technical cooperation during the present meeting. 
· Both parties expressed their readiness to cooperate with supervisory entity and other capital market constituents in Georgia on the areas of capital market connection
· Strategic, long-term, constructive and useful cooperation between the countries in both capital markets including the supervisory bodies of the two countries capital markets, SEO and Bank of Georgia
· Facilitating, encouraging and removing barriers to foreign investment and linking financial instructions of the two countries.
·  Establishing joint project to promote the areas for investing of the Georgian financial institutions in Sukuk to link and other financial instruments in Iran  capital markets.
· Bilateral cooperation in terms of linking the financial markets especially equity markets including the Tehran Stock Exchange and the Georgian Stock Exchange.
· Cooperating in the areas of clearing and settlement in capital markets.
· Both parties expressed their readiness for cooperation on reinsurance, including acceptance or assignment.
· Iranian party expresses its readiness to supply bitumen to Georgia. 
· Social security investment company is ready to start negotiation and cooperation with Georgian companies in the field of export of products and, export of technical and engineering services and joint investment in the soil of both countries in different industries including oil, gas and petrochemical, cement, medicine and medical equipment, construction, tourism, marine transportation, exploration and extraction of mines, banking and insurance services and telecommunication.

9.  Cooperation in the field of Science and Education
A)  Higher Education and Science
Ministry of Science, Research and Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its readiness in the following areas:
· Iranian Party is ready to cooperate in establishment of science and technology park, sharing scientific achievements between universities and academic centers of the two countries, exchange of professors.
· Iranian Party is ready for direct cooperation between higher education institutes of the two countries and granting sabbatical awards to the professors of both countries.   
· Both parties agreed to cooperate on recognition of qualifications and educational degrees issued by authorized higher education institutes and schools.
· Iranian party expressed its readiness for export of and cooperation on knowledge-based products to research centers in Georgia.
· Iranian party expressed its readiness for awarding 5 to 10 scholarships to the citizens of Georgia, preferably in the field of Persian language and literature.
Joint financial structure to support science, technology and innovation projects and services:
· The Iranian Party, center for Innovation and technology cooperation (CITC), requested for the creation of a joint financial structure to support science, technology and innovation projects and services between the two countries.
If the Georgian party introduces the Georgian responsible organization for this area, negotiations to finalize and implement the abovementioned financial structure will begin within the next three months. 
Science, Research and Technology Events: 
· The Parties expressed their readiness to take advantage of technology opportunities between the two countries in the form of holding science and technology exhibitions, conferences and seminars.
Information and Communication Technologies: 
· The Iranian Parties expressed Its readiness for technological cooperation in the field of electronics, telecommunications, co-production of information technology platforms and cooperation in the field of cultural industries (such as animation, computer games, handicrafts, design, advertising, etc.)
Pharmaceutical Technology:
· The Parties announced their interest for cooperation in pharmaceutical exports between the two countries.
· The Parties expressed their readiness for technology transfer and establishment of a production unit of recombinant drugs and pharmaceutical raw materials.
· The Parties announced their interest for cooperation between the food and pharmaceutical reference laboratories of the two countries.
· The Parties expressed their readiness for creation of a production line and technology transfer of vaccines between the two countries.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
B) Education
· The two parties agreed to cooperate in assessment and validation of educational credentials, recognition of educational certificates issued by one another and the content of school curricula.
· Georgian party agrees to register the Islamic Republic of Iran's school in Tbilisi and make endeavors to remove the obstacles facing the Iranian high school graduates to enter Georgian universities.
· Both parties agree to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)on scientific, educational, and cultural areas; hence a draft copy of which is offered to the Georgian party.

10. Cooperation in the field of Culture
· The Participants shall sign “Cultural, Scientific, Educational and Sport Exchange Program” between the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and -Government of the Republic of Georgia for the Years 1396-1399 S.H. (2017-2020) at the earliest possible opportunity.
· The participants shall support the expansion of ties between Iranian research centers and Georgian oriental studies centers.
·  The Participants shall support holing culture, and film weeks, cultural and art exhibitions and festivals based on historical and cultural commonalities between the two countries and shall provide necessary facilities for mutual exchange f cultural and art groups and delegations.
· The Participants shall support the exchange of academic and scientific delegations to conduct research and educational projects, sign cooperation agreements, and organize conferences and seminars.
· The Participants express their readiness for exchange of student groups to participate in training courses.
· The Participants shall cooperate on the exchange of information and experiences in the fields of archeology and manuscripts, and conduct joint projects in this regard.
· The Participants shall consider the evaluation of diplomas and academic certificates issued by the two countries universities, and will arrange subsequent coordination in this regard.
· The Participants shall encourage the promotion of each other’s language and literature by establishing “respected country’s room” and “language chair”, and provide necessary facilities in this respect.
· To familiarize the peoples of the two countries with each other’s culture, literature, and traditions, the Participants shall translate cultural and literary books of the other party and will publish them. The Participants shall provide necessary facilities for entrance and passage of such books.
· The Participants shall organize seminars on “interfaith dialogue”, as accomplished in previous years.
· The Participants declare their readiness to cooperate in library and manuscripts fields. Further details shall be agreed upon by competent authorities.
· Emphasizing to sign of a new Memorandum of Understanding for broadcasting cooperation, the two parties shall increase their cooperation in the areas of exchanging news items, selling and purchasing programs and technical equipment, program exchange and co-production of programs.
· The parties would encourage cooperation between the National Library and Archives of the Islamic Republic of Iran and National Library and Archives of the Georgia, especially in the field of exchanging of information, experiences, books, periodicals, digital copies of manuscripts, experts and practitioners, participation in conferences and exhibitions relative to books and libraries, mutual visits, launching research projects, studies, as well as executive and joint publications. 
· The parties would support exchanging experts in the areas of conservation, maintenance and restoration of works, manuscripts and documents, and experts and practitioners in the fields of library information and archives, holding seminars and conferences, as well as the exchanging of books and publications (which are entirely) aimed to exchange experiences.


11. Cooperation between the Municipalities
· In the frame work of Sister City Agreement between Tehran and Tbilisi, Tehran is ready for any kind of cooperation with the Georgian party;
· If the Georgian side is interested, Tehran Municipality is ready to dispatch a delegation to the 6th meeting of the joint Commission on Cooperation between the two countries to assess the fields of cooperation;
· the Iranian members of the Sister City Committee are as follows (legal and administrative entities):
· Deputy Mayor of Tehran for Financial Affairs and Urban Economics
· A representative from Social and Cultural Affairs Deputyship
· A representative from Information and Communications Technology Organization
· A representative from Parks and Green Spaces Organization 
· A representative from Communication and int’l Affairs Center (as the coordinator of the delegation and the secretary of the Committee)
· It is necessary that the Georgian side present its members as well;
· In case of interest and formal announcement by Georgian side the following axes are proposed as the agenda for the joint cooperation meeting between the two cities:
· Exchanging expertise and advisory groups in different fields of urban management
· Planning training courses and tours in different fields in technical and managerial levels 
· Holding cultural events in the frame work of Tbilisi Week or Day in Tehran and reciprocally Tehran Week or Day in Tbilisi
· Exchanging technical and engineering Services in different dimensions of urban activities
· Both sides agreed in order to resolve barriers, pathology as well as facilitate trade between the two countries, a joint economic & trade working group between their provinces and under the suppression of Joint Economic & Trade cooperation committee to convene its meetings on a seasonal – periodical basis.
· Both sides agreed in order to develop security & law enforcement cooperation, take measures of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Ministry of Interior of Democratic Republic of Georgia. Meanwhile in this regard, it is scheduled the draft of sail MOU within the next month shall be send by the Iranian Party.
· Both sides agreed to establish a joint export consortium between economic activities of the provinces of the two countries for achieving and developing trade relations.
· Both sides agreed in order to develop and enhance cooperation between the two countries, take measures on concluding a MOU on prevention and national disasters risk reduction. In this regard, it is decided the draft of said MOU shall be send within the next month by the Iranian side.
· The Iranian Red Crescent Society suggests signing a Memorandum Of Meeting with Georgian Red Cross Society for future co operations.

12. Cooperation in the field of Tourism
· The parties agreed to strengthen cultural relation, emphasizing on the cultural commonalities of the two countries in the field of Iranian studies and also the mutual presence of the two countries in International Investment Conferences and Exhibitions with private sector participation.
· The Parties emphasized the importance of establishing and developing scientific cooperation, including: Teacher and student, Training through courses and workshops, holding cultural weeks and Introducing a package of investment opportunities for Tourism, Handicrafts and Cultural Heritage at the Representation of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Georgia.
· The parties emphasized on planning and cooperation to increase handicrafts trade and participate in the international handicrafts exhibitions and accepting and dispatching specialized trade delegations of two countries.
· The parties emphasized mutual cooperation in the field of extradition of objects and preventing the illegal entry and exit of cultural and historical properties and strengthen the cooperation of the international police and cultural cooperation including Holding museum exhibitions, Educational opportunities, Conducting specialized conferences and workshops in the field of museum.
· The parties emphasized to conduct research projects and joint seminars, Workshops and other scientific meetings in order to exchange experiences and information regarding registration, documentation, protection and restoration of cultural and historical monuments of the two countries.
· The parties emphasized the organization of the exchange of tourists and the establishment of coordination in the affairs of tourism and tourist offices active in this field as a joint mechanism.
· The parties declare their readiness to sign the Tourism Cooperation Executive Program.

13. Cooperation in the field of Sport  
·  The parties stressed on the signing action plan of memorandum of understanding in sport and youth affairs.

14. Cooperation in the field of Health
· To develop and strengthen cooperation in all areas of health including public health, education, research, medicines and medical equipments, two parties emphasized on the conclusion of MOU in the field of health and holding the joint working group meeting for making decision about the implementation of bilateral agreements in the field of health and set the relevant action plan.
· Both parties express their agreement for multilateral cooperation on health tourism. 

15. Cooperation in the field of Labour and Social Welfare
· Both parties agree to cooperate in development of entrepreneurship, insurance, social services and technical & vocational training.
· Ministry of Cooperatives, Labour and Social Welfare of the Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its readiness for exchange of information with its counterpart in the field of social welfare, conducting training courses, technical meetings on supporting persons with disabilities and holding specialized exhibitions for persons with disabilities 
· Both parties agree to set up a joint committee on issues of mutual interests.
· Both parties agree to organize exhibition for promotion and export of SSO’s goods and services, as well as sharing knowledge and experiences within the framework of MOU at national, regional and international levels.
· TVTO of the Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its willingness to cooperate in conducting technical training, services and entrepreneurship, development and setting training standards, providing consultation on procurement and equipment of technical and vocational training centers, cooperation and transfer of experiences in organizing international skill competitions.
· Preparation for the transfer of knowledge and experience of the "Kar Afarini e Omid Fund" in supporting the development of home businesses, micro and small businesses, especially in poor and rural areas
· Preparation of "Kar Afarini e Omid Fund" for financial support micro and small businesses, and prestigious brands of the possibility of outsourcing part of its production process have in Georgia.
· Preparation for financial support of Iranian businesses that have been created by credits "Kar Afarini e Omid Fund" for public or specialized exhibition in Georgia. 

16. Cooperation in the field of Environment
· The Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran (DoE), according to final paragraph of the Joint Statement signed by the two countries on 22 April 2017, emphasizes on the early beginning of cooperation in the field of water resources. In this regard, we are ready to accept a delegation from the Republic of Georgia.

17. Cooperation in the field of Judgment
· The Parties agreed to conclude the Legal and Judicial Agreements including Legal Assistance in civil and commercial matters, Transfer of Sentenced Persons and Extradition with the Priority of Legal Assistance in civil and commercial matters.


Signed in Tbilisi, this 18th of Mehr 1396, corresponding 10th of October 2017, in Persian, Georgian and English languages, in duplicate. All texts being equally authentic. In case of divergence, the English text shall prevail.


	FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN
	FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF GEORGIA

	Ali Rabiei
	Giorgi Gakharia

	Minister of Cooperatives, Labour and Social Welfare
	Minister of Economy and Sustainable Development
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