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Dear Sir,

I should like to bring to your attention an urgent public health issue with possible negative implications for
public health, both in your country and globally.

In September this year, the tobacco company Philip Morris International announced its support for the
establishment of a new entity, the “Foundation for a Smoke-Free World”, pledging a contribution of US$ 80
million annually over the next 12 years.

In its resolution 66/2 of 19 September 2011, the United Nations General Assembly recognized a fundamental
conflict of interest between the tobacco industry and public heaith. WHO Member States have clearly stated
that WHO does not engage with the tobacco industry or with non-State actors that work to further the interests
of the tobacco industry.

Article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control obliges Parties to act to protect public
health policies from commercial and other vested interests of the tobacco industry. Guidelines for the
implementation of this article state that governments should limit interactions with the tobacco industry and
avoid partnerships with it, and that governments should not accept financial or any other contributions from the
tobacco industry or those working to further its interests, including this Foundation.

For the reasons stated above, the WHO Regional Office for Europe will not enter into any partnership with the
Foundation. I would urge governments not to enter into partnerships with the Foundation or apply for or accept
funding from this source. The entire public health community in Europe and globally should follow this lead.
This initiative, funded by the tobacco industry, could damage tobacco control efforts and jeopardize the
successful implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in the WHO European
Region.

The WHO Regional Office for Europe will continue to support your work on the full implementation of the

Framework Convention in respect of all tobacco products. This treaty remains the most effective remedy for the
tobacco epidemic globally.

Yours ﬁ truly,
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Dr Zsuzsanna Jakab
Regional Director
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Copy for information to:

Dr Nino Berdzuli, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, 144, Ak. Tsereteli Ave.,
0119 Thilisi, Georgia

Dr Sofiko Belkania, Head, Executive Department, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs, 144, Ak.
Tsereteli Ave., 0119 Thilisi, Georgia

Mr Shalva Tsiskarashvili, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of Georgia to the United Nations
Office and other international organizations in Geneva, Rue Richard-Wagner 1, CH-1202 Genéve, Switzerland
H.E. Mr Gigi Gigiadze, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of Georgia, Nybrogade 10,
Ist. Floor, 1203 Copenhagen K, Denmark

Mr Niels Scott, United Nations Resident Coordinator, UNDP Resident Representative, United Nations
Development Programme, UN House, 9 Eristavi St., 0179 Thilisi, Georgia

Dr Marijan Ivanusa, WHO Representative and Head of WHO Office, WHO Country Office, Georgia, 81
Barnov Street, Apt.4, 0179 Tbilisi, Georgia




