Questionnaire – for Georgia

Questionnaire № 
__________
Date of interview 
__________
GOVERNMENT RESPONSES TO SECURITY CHALLENGES IN EURASIA
STATEMENT TO INFORMANT & REQUEST FOR ORAL CONSENT:

“This interview is being carried out by Rowan University (USA) with the aim of identifying national government responses to security challenges arising from the intersection of organized crime (such as drug trade or human trafficking) and terrorism. The results of the survey will be used for academic purposes only: for the comparative analysis of expert assessments on broad policy responses to these security challenges in Eurasia.
We ask that you assess national government responses not as they are in theory, but how they exist in practice. The confidentiality and anonymity of your participation are guaranteed. 
Do you consent to do the interview? ______

We thank you for taking the time to complete this interview and for the attention you give to your answers.”
1. Please discuss your background and expertise. How would you explain your familiarity with security issues in Georgia and national government responses to those issues?
· Familiarity from government information

· Familiarity from first-hand printed material on these issues 

· Familiarity from contact with colleagues

· Familiarity from personal experience

2. What are the main security challenges in Georgia in areas of organized crime, smuggling, drug trafficking, and insurgent/terrorist violence? 
a. Are there key points of overlap or intersection between organized crime / illicit economies on one hand and actors using violence, even terrorist attacks, on the other? If so, what kind? 

b. Please provide specific examples.
3. I am interested in how states respond to the intersection of these security problems. 

a. Is there a formal commission or committee in the government that enables different agencies to coordinate in addressing these problems? What are its specific roles?
i. Are some security agencies more involved in dealing with one type of problem more than another – i.e., one dealing with drug trafficking vs. organized crime or one dealing with smuggling vs. insurgent/terrorist activity? 

b. What regions are of most concern for the government in addressing each of these problems? Please give specific examples in your answers.
i. How has the government addressed problems of organized crime, illicit economies, and possible insurgent/terrorist actors in Tblisi and the regions directly under Georgian control? 
ii. How has the government addressed these problems in the area of border control? 
iii. How has the government addressed these problems in Abkhazia, Ajaria, and South Ossetia?
c. How have international organizations worked with Georgia’s government agencies to counter these security problems?

i. Have international organizations established terms of agreement to work on these security issues – on drug trade, organized crime, insurgency/terrorism?
ii. Have their projects been successful in addressing these problems? 
iii. Please give specific examples.
4. There is often a difference between the government’s ability and its willingness to use those capabilities to address security challenges – especially the intersection of these problems. 
a. How would you rate the national government’s overall technical capacity versus its willingness in addressing the intersection of organized crime, drug trafficking, smuggling, insurgent/terrorist activity?
i. In particular, how has corruption affected the willingness of specific security agencies to address these problems?

1. Please give specific examples.

b. In your opinion, what is the greatest obstacle to improving national government responses to security challenges (and their intersection) in Georgia?
Thank you very much for your time and care in answering our questions. Is there anything else you would like to add?
In conclusion, please take a moment to suggest the names of other experts who, in your view, could complete the interview.
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