HEPC Elimination 

Based on World health organization (WHO) data Georgia has one of the highest estimated HCV prevalence. Considering large burden of disease Georgia substantially stepped up its efforts against hepatitis C. 

Since 2011, purchase of HCV medications through the Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFATM) has allowed MoLSHA to offer free treatment to HIV/HCV co-infected persons annually. 2013 the Ministry of Corrections launched a program for all prisoners who are infected with HCV, diagnostic work-up and treatment was provided for prisoners at no cost.  In 2014, the MoLHSA was able to offer up to 10,000 people annually HCV treatment at a 60% reduced price (Pegylated Interferon and Ribavirin).

In 2015, Hepatitis C elimination program has launched, with greatest efforts of the Government of Georgia, the US Center for Disease Control and the World Health Organization and with great support of the pharmaceutical company "Gilead". 

In the framework of national program citizens are provided with new antiretroviral therapy (ART Sofosbuvir, Harvoni, Interferon and Ribavirin) and diagnostics (before the treatment initiation as well as during the treatment monitoring process).

Treatment is provided considering national protocols and guidelines, which are developed, based on leading international guidelines (AASLD, EASL) and continuously are revised. Guidelines were revised and approved by CDC, WHO and other experts.

Cost of medications provided by the component is fully funded and doesn’t foresee co-payment from patients. 

Diagnostic services for beneficiaries are financed with co-payment (30% and 70%).  70 % will be paid for socially vulnerable families by the state, from unified database, registered families whose rating score doesn’t exceed 70 000 (and 30 % of the shares will be paid by local government offices). Government covers 30% of costs for other population groups, local government offices  have different co- payment schemes for the initial diagnostics (for treatment initiation).

In order to achieve the Elimination Strategy (Long-term elimination strategy for 2016-2020 was approved by the Georgian government in 2016) goals the Georgian government has significantly scaled up the screening activities. Since 2015 more than 1 million people have been screened for HCV through different programs. As of february, 2018 -  up to 45 000 registered and of those more then 40 000 completed treatment. SVR was achieved in 98% of cases in regimens with Harvoni.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The budget of the program ln 2018 is 16 Milion GEL.

C Hepatitis elimination program has strong Governmental commitment and it’s a main priority for The Ministry of Labour, Health and Social affairs of Georgia. Meaning that any citizen of Georgia who is HCV infected, has unique chance to receive treatment with new antiretroviral therapy.
