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Scope and purpose
BACKGROUND
Over the last few years, increased international attention has been attributed to evidence-informed policy-making (EIP). In 2005, the World Health Organization (WHO) launched the Evidence-Informed Policy Network (EVIPNet) with the aim to empower and strengthen country policy-makers, researchers and the civil society to use evidence in policy-making. Influenced by the successful implementation in other regions, the WHO Regional Office for Europe (WHO/Europe) established its regional network in October 2012: EVIPNet Europe, which supports the implementation of the European policy framework Health 2020, the European Health Information Initiative (a multimember WHO network committed to improving health by improving the information that underpins policy) and the “Action plan to strengthen the use of evidence, information and research for policy-making in the WHO European Region”.

EVIPNet Europe focuses on national empowerment to address policy challenges in the participating countries. With the understanding that each country needs to develop its own capacity in evidence-informed policy-making, EVIPNet Europe aims to support national stakeholders in gaining knowledge, skills and experience in fostering the systematic and transparent use of evidence in health policy-making. Promoting an environment favourable to the systematic use of evidence in policy-making requires continuity and a large scale of human resources able to find and use research evidence to inform work related to prioritizing problems and developing and implementing policies and programs.

To further strengthen network-wide organization and coordination, and support the implementation of EIP at national level, EVIPNet Europe organizes its fifth annual multicountry meeting in Bratislava, 14-16 June 2017. In parallel to the multicountry meeting, a TTT workshop will take place to further strengthen and expand EVIPNet Europe’s training activities.  

Meeting objectives
1. To build capacity in developing evidence briefs for policy and rapid response services;
2. To contribute to EVIPNet Europe’s strategy development for 2018 onwards;
3. To increase commitment, communication and peer support among members;
4. To facilitate exchange of experiences, lessons learned and good practices; and
5. To train and enable Cochrane contributors and EVIPNet Europe “national champions” to become EVIPNet Europe facilitators.



Meeting outputs
We expect to achieve the following with your contribution after the meeting:
1. Skills in developing evidence briefs for policy and rapid response services
2. Input for EVIPNet Europe strategy development 
3. Network-wide commitment, communication and peer support 
4. Understanding of experiences, lessons learned and best practices increased 
5. New EVIPNet Europe facilitators trained

Participants' profile
This meeting will bring together up to participants including:
· EVIPNet Europe national champions of the network’s member countries 
(multicountry meeting)
· Cochrane contributors (TTT)
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Content and participation:

Olivia Biermann
Consultant
Knowledge Management, 
Evidence and Research for Policy-Making
Division of Information, Evidence, Research and Innovation
World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe
Email: obiermann@who.int 
Tel.: +45 45 33 69 59 

Administration and logistics:

Kalina Stilianova
Programme assistant
Knowledge Management, 
Evidence and Research for Policy-Making
[bookmark: _GoBack]Division of Information, Evidence, Research and Innovation
World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe
Email:  shtilianovak@who.int  
Tel.: +45 45 33 67 31 
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