Ladies and Gentlemen
 
This is great honor for me to welcome such distinguished guests as 
Mr. John Martin- Executive Chairmen of “Gilead Sciences”,
Mr. Gregg Alton- Vice President of “Gilead Sciences”, 
Honorable Mr. Clifford Samuel and Mr. Graeme Robertson, 
Minister Sergeenko.
 
 With partnership of Government of Georgia, Company “Gilead Sciences” and US Center of Disease Control, Georgia became first country, where treatment and prevention of Hepatitis C is accessible to all citizens who need this.
 
 Thank you for such great opportunity!
 
 Our close and effective collaboration starts since 2015, when with signing of memorandum between Government of Georgia and “Gilead Sciences” has been established new and unique Public Health project with target of elimination of Hepatitis C by treatment of all patients, Prevention of new cases and as a result, significant reduction of mortality and morbidity in country. 
 
 This initiative became real due to strong political will of Georgian Government to take responsibility to screen and treat citizens of country with Hepatitis. 
 
 For “Gilead Sciences” there was strong guarantee for success such as sustainable and long-term collaboration between Ministry of Health of Georgia and US CDC.
 
 Georgia had one of highest burdens of disease, but after launching of the project we are occurring huge success that is saving life of thousands of people and will became excellent example of successful public health initiative for other countries.
 
 Behalf of thousands of our citizens I would like to thank you for your great efforts, that you are doing for my country and thank you for each saved life!
 
 Behalf of government of Georgia let me award 
 
 “Order of Golden Fleece” to Mr. John Martin
 
and
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Order of Honor” for Mr. Gregg Alton.
 
 Thank You

