2015 MM NCAA Men’s Basketball Pool

[bookmark: _GoBack]Where to get the brackets to make your selections: Use the form downloadable from: http://www.si.com/sites/default/files/download/2015-ncaa-tournament-bracket-print-printable-march-madness.pdf and also attached with these instructions or an alternative. Put your name and email address on it.  Clearly indicate your selections for all games (any left blank will be counted as wrong—Haslett rule) from the opening round to the final game.  Note that once you pick a team to lose, you are not permitted to pick it to win in a subsequent round (Harmon rule).

Where to turn in your picks:  Deliver your brackets and entry fee to:
At Abt Associates:  Grace Chee 
At PATH: Loren Becker
At IAVI:  Tom Harmon
At Results for Development Institute:  Marty Makinen
Or scan and email it to martymakinen@aol.com by noon Eastern Time on Thursday, March 19, 2015.

Entry fee: The participation fee is US$5.00.  One entry permitted per participant (Garcia rule). You can pay your entry fee by PayPal to me at martymakinen@aol.com.

Prizes:  70 percent of the pool to 1st place, 20 percent to 2nd place, and 10 percent to 3rd place.  The 2014 winner was Shubha Jayaram followed by Ben Heinig and Milan Thomas. Shubha took home $742 from the total pool of $1,060 from 212 participants.

Scoring:  The scoring system gives (1) greater weight to correct selections in the later rounds and (2) bonuses for picking upsets (see table below).  

Play-in games:  We ignore the extra four “1st round” games that get the field from 68 to 64 (shown at the top of the brackets) that happen on March 17-18 before the “real” games start on Thursday, March 19.

	
Round
	
Winner
	
Upset Bonus

	
Thu-Fri, Mar.  19-20
	
1 point
	
Difference between lower seed chosen to win and higher seed as loser (e.g. Indiana (10) over Wichita State (7) = 3)

	Sat-Sun, Mar. 21-22
	
2 points
	
Seed Difference x 2 (e.g., LSU (9) over Villanova (1) 8 x 2 = 16)

	
Reg. Semi-Final, Thu-Fri, Mar. 26-27
	
4 points
	
Seed Difference x 3

	
Reg. Final, Sat-Sun, Mar. 28-29
	
7 points
	
Seed Difference x 4

	
Final Four, Sat, Apr. 4 
	
11 points
	
Seed Difference x 5

	
Final, Mon, April 6
	
16 points
	
Seed Difference x 6



Tiebreaker:  Those in contention for prizes will be contacted on Monday, April 6.  They pick the combined total score in the Championship Game to break any ties.

Results:  Will be reported by email and by postings at gathering spots (often refrigerator doors in office kitchens) by noon each Tuesday following the weekend’s games and by Tuesday C.O.B. following the Final Game.  
