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· The United States is the major donor and strategic partner country. Due to this support Georgia has achieved significant progress in terms of development and sustainability of various fields within the country: State Governance, Economics, State Defense and Security, Commerce, Agriculture, Democratic Institutions, Science, Cultural Relations etc.

· Georgia has well established and fruitful cooperation in public health with US institutions, like: USAID, NIH, NIIAD, NCI, CRDF, BTEP, CDC, DTRA, WRAIR as well as the leading American Universities (University of Florida, University of Maryland, Emory University, Johns Hopkins University, North Arizona University, Los Alamos national laboratory university of California). 

· Most prominent achievements of this collaboration include establishment of the Unified Laboratory system based on the “One Health” Concept which is currently being led by the Richard Lugar Center for Public Health Research (part of country’s epidemiological security), biosafety level 3 research facility, constructed through the US investment and handed over to the Ministry of Health (NCDC) for operation and ownership in 2013. Furthermore, the US institutions have played a great role in institutionalization of outbreak response, and strengthening infectious disease surveillance programs including hepatitis C, Tuberculosis, and HIV control.  

· Support provided by US Centers for Disease Control and Public Health and Gilead Sciences enabled the Government of Georgia to implement Hepatitis C elimination program. Since its initiation in 2015, the program saved lives of almost 60000 individuals which otherwise had no chance to access the expensive lifesaving treatment. Due to the successful progress of the Program, Georgia has become a model country worldwide in elimination Hepatitis C Virus and has been recognized as a Center of Excellence in viral hepatitis elimination at the International Liver Congress, 2019.

· Georgian health leadership has look forward to future collaboration with US institutions in 2020 and onwards towards achieving SGD goals for health. Last year, the Government of Georgia was honored to host the Director of the CDC. Dr. Robert Redfield and discuss technical and scientific partnership for strengthening epidemic response. Later in 2019, the ministry of health and NCDC were informed about the decision of establishing the CDC’s regional office in Tbilisi to cover Eastern Europe and Central Asian countries: Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Moldova, Ukraine, and Belarus.  
Georgian Government looks forward to establishing the regional hub and is fully committed to support it operations and share all successes and lessons learned to other countries as needed. 

We anticipate continuing active cooperation with CDC and Gilead within Hep C program. Other priorities planned in collaboration with DTRA and WRAIR in the coming years include addressing antimicrobial resistance, strengthening health security agenda, building human resource capacity in field epidemiology and supporting research programs, introducing regulations and policies in the fields of biosafety and biosecurity and establishing good laboratory practice. 
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