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U.S. DEPARTMENT  OF STATE 

U.S. EMBASSY BUDAPEST, PUBLIC  AFFAIRS SECTION 

Notice of Funding Opportunity  

 

Funding Opportunity  Title:   U.S. Embassy Budapest, Public Affairs Section ï 

FY2018 Annual Program Statement 

Funding Opportunity  Number:  SHU200-FY18-PAS01 

Deadline for Applications:   June 30, 2018 

CFDA Number:    19.040 ï Public Diplomacy Programs 

Total Amount Available:    Subject to availability of funds 

Maximum for Each Award:  $25,000 

 

 

A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 

The U.S. Embassy Budapest Public Affairs Section (PAS Budapest) of the U.S. Department 

of State announces an open competition for organizations and individuals to submit 

applications to carry out a program or project with funding through its Public Diplomacy 

Small Grants Program. This is an Annual Program Statement, outlining our funding 

priorities, the strategic themes we focus on, and the procedures for submitting requests for 

funding.  Please carefully follow all instructions below. 

 

Purpose of Small Grants: PAS Budapest invites proposals for projects that strengthen 

cultural ties between the U.S. and Hungary through cultural programming that highlights 

shared values and promotes bilateral cooperation. All programs must include an American 

cultural element, or connection with American expert/s, organization/s, or institution/s in a 

specific field that will promote increased understanding of U.S. policy and perspectives. 

 

Activities that are typically  funded include, but are not limited to: 

¶ Conferences, workshops, forums, panel discussions, and master classes on American 

themes or issues of mutual interest mentioned in the above goals of the Program; 

¶ Bringing an American expert speaker or performer to Hungary; 

¶ Cultural programs, particularly those that involve youth and underserved 

communities; 

¶ Civic and youth engagement, leadership, entrepreneurial, and education programs; 

¶ Exhibitions of works by Americans or on American themes; 

¶ Related programming in support of the above objectives of the Program.  

 

Priority  Program Areas: 
 

Grants may be awarded to non-governmental organizations, cultural or educational 

institutions, universities, media, schools, and individuals whose grant proposals support 

exchange between the United States and Hungary related to the following topics:  

 

¶ Civic Engagement and Shared Values: Projects that support human rights, womenôs and 

youth empowerment, diversity, acceptance and inclusion of minority groups and underserved 

or marginalized communities (including economically disadvantaged and rural communities), 

and other areas of mutual interest that promote freedom and democracy. 
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¶ Media Literacy:  Projects that promote media literacy among youth/students, civil society, 

media, academia, and digital communicators. 

 

¶ Business Climate: Projects that encourage mutual trade and investment through a shared 

culture of entrepreneurship and innovation among established and emerging entrepreneurs, 

especially youth and women, as well as projects encouraging youth study and achievement in 

science, technology, engineering, arts, and math (STEAM) fields. 

 

¶ Building Bridges and Cultural  Connections: Projects that advance understanding between 

Hungarian and U.S. societies, national and regional cultures/subcultures, and 

faith/ethnic/linguistic communities through public awareness, cultural, or education activities 

involving U.S. culture, including sports, music and dance, art and design, cuisine and travel, 

literature, and education.   

 

Participants and Audiences: 

Including, but not limited to: 

¶ Community leaders; 

¶ Academic institutions; 

¶ Cultural institutions; 

¶ Business leaders and entrepreneurs; 

¶ Youth; 

¶ Women and youth from underserved communities; 

¶ U.S. and Hungarian thought leaders; and 

¶ Social and new media users. 

 

 

The following types of projects are typically  not eligible for  funding:   

¶ Projects that are inherently political in nature or that contain the appearance of 

partisanship/support to individual or single party electoral campaigns; 

¶ Political party activities; 

¶ Lobbying for specific legislation or projects; 

¶ Projects that support specific religious activities; 

¶ Exchange programs; 

¶ Social welfare projects; 

¶ Charitable or development activities; 

¶ Trade activities and commercial projects;  

¶ Fundraising campaigns;  

¶ Scientific research;  

¶ Construction projects;  

¶ Projects whose primary aim is the institutional development of the organization itself; 

and 

¶ Projects that duplicate existing projects. 

 

 

Authorizing  legislation, type and year of funding:  

Funding authority rests primarily in the Smith-Mundt Act. The source of funding is FY2018 

Public Diplomacy Funding.   
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B. FEDERAL  AWARD  INFORMATION    

 

Length of performance period: Three to twelve months, typically 

Number of awards anticipated: Dependent on final budget 

Award amounts:  Although the maximum amount of an individual grant 

award is $25,000, selected grant proposals typically 

range from $5,000-$10,000, and projects with local 

cost-sharing will be given preference. 

Total available funding:   To be determined  

Type of Funding:     Fiscal Year 2018 Public Diplomacy Funding 

Anticipated project start date:   No later than September 30, 2018 

 

This notice is subject to availability  of funding. 

 

Funding Instrument  Types:  Grant, Fixed Amount Award, or Cooperative agreement. 

Cooperative agreements are different from grants in that PAS Budapest staff are more 

actively involved in the grant implementation. Examples of the substantial involvement by 

PAS Budapest staff include the development of the grant program, final approval of grant 

activities, and participation in selection panels for program participants.  

 

Project Performance Period: Proposed projects should ideally be planned for a period of no 

more than 12 months. In rare cases, depending on the nature of the program, project of more 

than 12 months may be considered. Since federal assistance awards are contingent on the 

availability of funds from the U.S. Department of State, applicants are encouraged to submit 

proposals that possess flexible start dates.  As mentioned above, proposals that are selected 

for funding must be initiated, however, no later than September 30, 2018 and generally be 

completed within one year of its commencement. 

 

PAS Budapest will entertain applications for continuation grants funded under these awards 

beyond the initial budget period on a non-competitive basis subject to availability of funds, 

satisfactory progress of the program, and a determination that continued funding would be in 

the best interest of the U.S. Department of State. 

 

C. ELIGILIBITY  INFORMATION  
 

1. Eligible Applicants 

 

PAS Budapest encourages applications from U.S. and Hungarian: 

¶ Registered not-for-profit organizations, including think tanks and civil society/non-

governmental organizations with programming experience 

¶ Individuals  

¶ Non-profit or governmental educational institutions 

¶ Governmental institutions 

 

For-profit or commercial entities are not eligible to apply.   

 

2. Cost Sharing or Matching 

 

Cost sharing is not required, however preference will be given to projects with local cost-

sharing arrangements.   
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3. Other Eligibility Requirements 

 

The U.S. Embassy encourages applications from all sectors, including civil-society 

organizations, local representatives of civil society, think tanks, non-governmental 

organizations, academic institutions, media, and individuals. All  grantees must have a non-

profit status. 

The U.S. Embassy seeks proposals for geographically and demographically diverse audiences 

within Hungary, as well as proposals that involve cross-border cooperation between Hungary 

and neighboring countries.  U.S. NGOs and individuals may apply, but preference is given to 

Hungarian NGOs or to partnerships that develop capacity with Hungarian NGOs or 

employees and include plans to transfer programs to sustainable local management in 

Hungary.  

 

 

In order to be eligible to receive an award, all organizations must have a unique entity 

identifier (Data Universal Numbering System/DUNS number from Dun & Bradstreet), as 

well as a valid registration on www.SAM.gov. Please see Section D.3 for information on 

how to obtain these registrations. Individuals are not required to have unique entity 

identifier or be registered in www.SAM.gov. 

 

Please note that no fee or payment is required to register in www.SAM.gov or obtain 

DUNS and NCAGE numbers. Any information to the contrary is false. 

 

 

D. APPLICATION  AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION  

 

1. Address to Request Application Package 

 

Application forms required below are available at: www.grants.gov 

 

Proposal template is available at: https://hu.usembassy.gov/embassy/budapest/sections-

offices/public-affairs-section/request-a-small-grant-form/ . 

 

 

2. Content and Form of Application Submission 

 

Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of 

this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible. 

 

Content of Application 

Please ensure: 

¶ The proposal clearly addresses the goals and objectives of this funding opportunity 

¶ All documents are in English 

¶ All  budgets are in U.S. dollars 

¶ All pages are numbered 

¶ All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font, 

with a minimum of 1-inch margins. 

 

 

http://www.sam.gov/
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